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LETTER FROM THE LAY PASTOR

| am writing this letter at the momentduring an unexpectedoreak on the campusof Edgehill
TheologicalCollegein Belfastwhere,for the pasttwo years,| havehad Friday formationtraining.
There have also beenweekendtraining workshops,and other placementand supervisoryareasto
explore,all part of the professionaltrack toward ordainedministry. Although a fair distancefrom
Dublin, Edgehill TheologicalCollegeis an accessiblewelcomingplaceaiming to meetthe training
needsof ministersin the 21% centurychurch.l am pleasedo saythat, althoughit hasbeena struggle
to keepup with all the necessarylutiesof Centenaryaswell as Edgehill, the Collegehasnot shied
away from the issuesand concernsthat face churchesand ministersin this day and age.It hasan
adaptabletraining schedulewhich makesit difficult at times for the staff, but it allows better
integration of modular style teaching methods to ensure relevant topics are explored in detail.

| wasrequiredto attendonly part-timewith Edgehillbecausd hadalreadycompletedyearsagoa
professionatraining programin United MethodistMinistry, which wasa full time threeyearMasters
level coursetaughtat Duke University Divinity Schoolin DurhamNorth Carolina.Thatwas a very
good and very challengingexperiencenhich groundedme in theologicaleducationbut as| wasso
youngupongraduation?25, | hadyet to Ose¢he worldOsomethingAmericansfrom the centralStates
might not ever have an opportunity to do.

| madea decisionto delaytraditionalministry in the churchupongraduatiorandto apply my faith
in a more lateralmanner.l wentto Londonto join the LOArcheCommunity,a placethat dedicates
itself to assistingthose with learning disabilities through providing family styled homesand
meaningfulwork or placesto be. It was an importanttime of grounding myself in practical
applicationsof faith andlearninghow to simply be Opresent® anotherperson.It wasalsoa time of
beinga part of a worshipping/prayingcommunityanda placeto meetfolks from all overthe world
who had come for a year or more to experience LOArche.

When | married 10 yearsago at the age of 35, | still felt the calling of ministry. Having left
LOArcheby that time, | felt more ready then for ministry and found myself first in 3 Level
Chaplaincyin Ireland at DIT for a numberof years,and then to your doorstepof Centenary.
Centenaryhasgiven me an opportunityto jump in headfirstinto churchministry andfor thatandits
people,l am eternally grateful. It may well have beendisappointingat somelevel not to havean
ordainedministerfor threeyears,but my hopeis that we discoveredogetherwhat Lay Ministry can
offer along with its limitations.

| will alwayshavethe view thatthereis no personmoreimportantthanany otherin the church.
We simply havedifferentrolesto play in the faith communitydependingon the gifts andtalentseach
of us have.Ordainedministry is a uniquecalling and gift to Christianity that will remain,yet it is
thereasa sign or symbolof whatall Christiansare, peopleof faith. | would hopethat the stronglay
leadershipof Centenarywhich hasbeenaroundfor manylong yearswill continuewell alongsideof
its ordainedand/ or lay ministers/pastorsof the future. What is investedin a community reaps
rewards for years to come, and it takes the will of the whole community to make that happen.

BRIEF REFLECTION ON CENTENARY 2009

| think thatthereis a lot of evidenceof your goodwill andfaith aswell asinvestmenin Centenanyife
by the numberof studentsand young adultswho chooseto give backto their communitiesthrough
servicelocal and abroad.l have observedthat insteadof sharingnarrow views of the world we
occupy, theseyoung people often offer more complex and challenging perspectivesThe faith
communitythat hasnurturedthemwould needto take somecredit for this broaderview of faith that
seems embodied in the younger members.

As you may be aware,financesare moredifficult now thanhasbeenpreviouslyexperiencedlt is
hearteninghowever,to hearour Circuit TreasurerDesFarrar,confirm that givings remainvery high.
This is a good indicator of loyalty to and appreciationfor Methodism, Centenarystyle. With a
significantfunding sourcegonefor severalyearsnow like rentalincomefrom Kingsland Park, the
churchis feeling the pinchfinancially. Tighter budgetingand carefulandtransparenplanning,thatis
held by the councilandthe congregationalongwith goodfiscal accountability will no doubtneedto
continue on.

My view is thatthe presenceCentenaryhasin Dublin 6 is strong.lts communityresourceWesley



House,is well used,and canalwaysbe utilised evenmore. Keepthe word out aboutthis placeand
what it can offer to groupsof varying sizes.And as ever,remainthe welcomingcongregatiorthat

continues to receive newcomers and visitors with friendliness and kindly consideration.
BL

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2009

Amongstthe ongoingnatureof weekly servicesof worshipin Centenarywherewe sustainourselves
in GodOgresenceahroughprayer,song,andword, therewere a numberof highlightsthroughoutthe
year worth special mention.

DISCIPLESHIP MEAL

Onthe 5™ Sundayin Lent, 29" March, we hada discipleshipmealwhereby after the main servicethe
six confirmationclassstudentsserveda mealandpresidedn leadingprayersandreadingshroughout.
The purposeof the meal, besidesenjoying eachotherOgsompanyand the delicious meal, was to
discoverthe meaningbehindthe Last SupperwhereJesusbroke breadwith his disciples,prayed,and
encouragedhemto take on leadershipafter his earthly departure After the mealtherefollowed an
informal foot-washing which symbolized the humble service of a disciple.

YOUNG ADULT/STUDENT LED SERVICE

At the 26" April serviceof worship,a numberof university studentsfrom Centenaryhelpedieadthe
worshipthroughgiving talks on the variousprojectsthey were going to be involved with throughthe
summermonthsin countrieslike Burundi, Uganda,and Kenya. Thesestudentsioungpeoplearein
the companyof a long line of studentswho for many yearsin this congregatiorhave beenoffering
their servicesandin so doing openingdoorsto themselvesandto their ongoingdevelopmenbf self
and of faith both abroadandin their serviceto their local churchand community.Studentsvho were
ableto servethat summerwere Katie Warrenin Honduras,Craig Rankinin Kenya,LyndsayRankin
in Burundi, Hilary Smith in Uganda, Mel Smith in Kenya, and Ciaran Parkin in the West Bank.

CoMMUNITY BBQ/PICNIC

On the 17" May we had our annualBBQ and Picnic following a servicecelebratingGodO<Ereation.
This annualeventcontinuesto allow Centenaryto openits doorsevenmorewidely to the welcoming
and friendly folk who worship here.

PRAYER WEEKEND

Onthe 19" Septemben prayerspacewasorganisedn the coffeedock areawherefor 24 hourspeople
were encouragedo comein and pray. This well attendedprayerday culminatedin a serviceled by
Rev. John Dowse.

HARVEST SUNDAY

On Sunday18th OctoberHarvestServicewasled by Baird Lewis & Helen Shiel (Eco-congregation
Representativefollowed by a Pot Luck dinner. This challengingandinformative servicegavenew
insights into how to become an eco-congregation member.

ALL SAINTS DAY

On Sundaylst NovemberAll SaintsDay wascelebratedvith a Serviceof Holy Communion led by
Rev. Richard Clutterbuck, Principal, Edgehill College & Baird Lewis.

ANNUAL ECUMENICAL WALK OF LIGHT

On the 22nd November,the first day of Advent, the annualWalk of Light took place starting at
University Church R.C., StephensGreen,then to Centenary finishing up at St. BartholomewOs
Churchof Ireland.This ecumenicabkervicewasa mostprayerful,andin-depthmeansof beginningthe
journey together in Advent.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE

As part of the journey of Advent, an importantand beautiful tradition in Centenaryis its annual
community Carol Serviceheld on Advent 3, Sunday13" DecemberOur organistDerek Seymour



playedbeautifulaccompanyingprganmusicto a selectionof carolssungby congregatiorandsoloists.
A shortsketchillustrating the meaningof Christmaswvasactedby someof our youngpeoplecomplete
with varying members of the nativity re-created in front of the altar.

WORSHIP IN CENTENARY

My thanksto the many who willingly read scripture, lead intercessionssing or play music,
occasionallyact out a role, and the many who make worship happensimply by their prayerful
presencetheir congregationasinging,andtheir spirit of peacesharedin worship. The structureand
atmospheref Litton Hall is uniqueandconduciveto warm and spiritual reflection. Your presencen
whatever capacity you choose to come is always welcome.
BL
TO THE ELDERLY WHO CAN NO LONGER ATTEND SUNDAY WORSHIP

| haveoften beenreliant uponthe pastoralvisitors to stayin contactand keepup the visitationsto
thosememberswvho areno longerableto attendworship. Your kindnessand consideratiorof others
remainsstrongandmuchappreciatedThe thoughtsand prayersof the Centenarycommunityof faith
remainwith the elderly of this community.It is alwaysa pleasureto hearthe voicesof older and
elderly membersof Centenarysharetheir concernsandjoys alongwith invaluablememoriesof past
years.

Shouldyou wish to hearany of the servicestheyareoftenrecordedanda CD andsmallCD player

can be loaned to listen on any occasion you would like to hear. Please let your pastoral visitor know.
BL

FUNERALS, MARRIAGES, BAPTISMS, CONFIRMATIONS:

BAPTISMS
There were two baptisms in 2009 .

On the 4™ January2009 Amy Clare Lewis, daughterof Baird and HelenaLewis was baptisedby
Rev. Vanessa Wyse Jackson. She was bdfrObsober 2008.

On the 3 May 2009Alex Li Booth, sonof David andLiYan Booth wasbaptisecby Rev. Dudley
Levistone Cooney. Born 26August 2008, Alex is the grandson of Muriel Booth.

MARRIAGES:
There were no marriages in Centenary in 2009

CONFIRMATION:
Therewere six confirmedon Sunday10" May 2009 in a servicein which they also helpedlead
through prayersand readings.The six had beenworking on their classeswith Lay Pastor,Baird
Lewis, from the autumnof 2008 finishing at the end of Lent 2009 with a celebratorydiscipleship
meal.

In a serviceof Holy Communionofficiated by Rev. CarsonNicholson,the six confirmedwere
JonatharSeymour,PeterSimpson,lwan Morton- Blake, Laura Rankin, LyndsayRankin, and Katie
Warren.

FUNERALS:

Norman Hales, 1935-2009:0n the 13" March 2009, the life of NormanHaleswascelebratedn a
funeralserviceofficiated by Lay Pastor,Baird Lewis. Normanis survivedby his wife, Jacqui,a son,
David, and daughterHonor. JohnLockman,a friend of Norman@gavea moving tribute and David
reada readingfrom Scripture.Normanhadworkedwith CIE asa mechanicalklectricalengineerfor
many years and was originally from Cork.

Betty Fitzell, 1927-2009:0n the 10" July 2009 the life of Betty Fitzell was celebratedn a
funeralserviceofficiated by Lay Pastor,Baird Lewis. Betty is survivedby Bill Fitzell andherthree
children, Malcolm, Roy, and Hilary and their grandchildren.Hilary gave a tribute and BettyOs
grandsonStewart,readscripture.Shewasrememberedvell for her manysocialandsportinginterests
in heractivelife, andherlife-long commitmentto the churchincluding her membershipf the MWI,
her involvement with Eastwell Residential Home, and her love of singing.

Trevor Mncwabe, 1966-2009:1n February2009,thelife of Trevor Mncwabewascelebratedn a



funeral serviceofficiated by Lay Pastor,Baird Lewis. Trevor was baptisedin the old Centenary
Churchwhen his parents,South Africans, were attendingthe Royal College of SurgeonsHe is
survived by two children, Nompumeleloand Tiger; his mother, Salome,and brothersLesley &
Michael,andformer partner,Sthabile Tiger and Sthabilieboth sharedreadingsduring the serviceand

tributes were shared. Both Methodist traditional hymns and Zulu hymns were sung at the funeral.
BL

CRADLE ROLL

Theideaof the CradleRoll is to recognisesachchild's birthdayby sendingthema birthdaycard (until

their fifth birthday)andto attendtheir baptism,if possible asarepresentativef the church.ln 2009,

we had elevenchildrenon the roll including threefirst birthdays.One of these Amy Clare LewisOs

baptismtook placeon the 4 January.The otherchildren crossthe agerange:two of two yearsold,

two of threeyearsold, four of four yearsold andtherewere no five yearolds this year.If you think

there should be anyone on the roll please come and talk to me. cor
MUSIC NOTES 2009

The musicalworshipin the churchcontinuedto be in good health.Over the courseof the yearthe
guality of congregationasingingwas generallyvery good. Our lay pastor,Baird Lewis continuedto
pick greathymnsand songsand hasan obviouslove of music. The year markedthe bicentenaryof
Mendelssohn(sirth (1809-1847)and a short biographicalnote of appreciationwas pennedby the
organistparticularlywith regardto Wesleyanconnectionswith this composerWe frequentlydrew on
the modernChurchof Ireland hymnalfor somenewerhymnsand songs.The responsoriabsalms
from OSingingPsalms®y Alison Cadden and PeterThompsorwere usedthroughoutthe liturgical
yearto good effect. Boon-BengShu regularly played piano with the organat Sundayservice.His
pianosolosduring Holy Communionwere particularlywell received.Roy Willoughby hashelpedout
regularly playing guitar. Laura Scadutoplayedviolin on a numberof occasions. RachelFallows
returnedfrom studiesoverseasandregularlytook part of the musicalexpressiorof the congregation
including leadingthe studentservicewhich shealsoplayedpianofor. Her vocal solosduring Advent
included ODowrfrom his gloryOand OLordyou were rich beyondall measure(At the community
Christmascarol serviceRachelsangOOHoly NightOand Olnthe bleak mid winterQ(Harold Darke
version). We were delightedto have PeterLundy join us at this serviceswelling the descantgo
traditional carols with first classtrumpet playing. We were also delightedsome membersof the
Culwick Choral Societyincluding Lesley Rankinjoined us and sangan arrangemenof OAwayin a
Manger@t this serviceto a Ofullhouse®f the wider Centenangircle including visitors from the local
community.

At the end of the year we can sing with strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow: N

“Hark! We hear a distant music, and it comes with fuller swell;

"Tis the triumph-song of Jesus, of our King Immanuel:

Zion, go you forth to meet him; and, my soul, be swift to bring

All thy finest and thy noblest for the triumph of our King!”
DS

WORLD DEVELOPMENT AND RELIEF FUND

The 1% Appealis anotherimportantmeansof helpingour faith communitymakelinks with the wider
world throughfunding specialprojectsaimedat improving and helping stabiliselocal economiesand
ways of life in developing areas.

Our pastcontributionsare greatly appreciatecand any contributionwe makethis yearaswell will
be valued.Throughdirect serviceof volunteersand professionalsand with the financial backingof
the 1% Appeal, Centenarycan seeitself as doing its fair sharein assistingdisadvantageathersin
discoveringmore fruitful andsustainabldives wheretypically the burdensof poor educationscarce
community resources or over-exploited natural resources are all too common.

Although Ireland strugglesin its postCeltic Tiger economy the factsremainthat the standardof
living hereremainsvery high in comparisonto many other countriesin the world. The 1% Appeal
asksthatwe continueto supportthe MethodistFundfor World Developmentind Relief, working co-



operatively with other organisations, aimed at improving prospects of peopleOs lives.

A total of 116,500 was contributedby Centenaryin 2009.!500 was sentto CCAF (Cambodian
ChildrenO#dvocacyFoundation) a partnerof MethodistFund for World Developmentand Relief,
for a special Christmasproject which was outlined by Lynne Pasleyin our church just before
Christmas, and the balance was sent direct to the same Fund.

Thank you one and all for your most generous contribution.

BL & BG
CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT

OWhere your treasure is, there your heart will be alsoO (Matthew 6:21)

It hasbeena busy year with reviews of Wesley House,the possiblepartial refurbishmentof
ArranmoreRoad,upgradinginternetaccessn SouthHill andthelong awaitedsaleof KingslandPark.
The inspectionfrom the Synod, whose findings concurredwith the reviews, that our fabulous
propertiesarein needof a makeoverto bring themup to date.The reviewsalso examinecdthe health
andsafetyandlegal aspectof the ChurchOsesponsibilityto providea safeenvironmentThe lighting
review hasproposedhatthe lighting is updatedfor healthand safetyreasonsaand DIT studentshave
beeninvited to conducta designreview of WesleyHouse,inviting the memberdo suggestheir ideas
and thoughts.

Thefinancereports,which are so ably providedby Billy GivenandDesFarrar,reflectthatwe do
indeed live in very difficult financial and economic times. The reports are appended to this Yearbook.

The Churchhasseenthe emergencef COYA(CentenaryYoung Adults) who areactively seeking
to haveactivities which bind themtogethersocially and spiritually. Discussionsfilms and outings,
and the Travelling Supperare someof the innovative ways that the young people have worked
together with the congregation.

The young peoplehave beeninvolved in many overseasmissionstrips and they are all to be
commended for their fearlessness and their hopes that they can make a change.

The Worship Team from the WesleyanChurchin Leytonstone London, visited and provided
music and song to make the heart and soul soar.

Looking to the future for Centenarywill be the continuationof the goodwork our outgoingLay
Minister, Baird Lewis, has started,the links with the ecumenicalcommunityin sharing Lenten
Servicesand activities, summerbarbequesthe Annual Walk of Light, and the Pastoralvisits to
housebound members.

We arehopingto havea fundraisingconcert,which will raisefundsandthe profile of the work at
Centenary.

We commit to God our plans, hopes and wishes for the future.
BB

CHURCH CounciIL 2010

Superintendent Minister Rev. Carson Nicholson
Lay Pastor (Outgoing) Baird Lewis
Circuit Steward Lesley Rankin
Council Secretary Beve Barbour

Circuit Treasurer Des Farrar

Society Treasurer Billy Given

Society Steward Michael Duff

Manse Steward (Arranmore Road) Delyth Parkes

Manse Steward (South Hill) Michael Duff

Trustee Representative Rory OOFerrall

Elected Members:
Charles Richards, Dorothy OOFerrall, Ann Willoughby, Margaret Horner, Andrew Rankin
The Council and Churchwould like to expresstheir gratitudeto Tony Morton-Blake and Craig



Rankin, the outgoing elected members, for their tenure and service to the Council during 2009.
BB

BIBLE READING NOTES

Bible readingnotesare obtainedfrom ScriptureUnion, Dun Laoghaire,on behalfof the Churchand
those available (For adults and children) are publishedby Scripture Union, Crusadefor World
Revival, InternationalBible ReadingAssociation Bible ReadingFellowshipandthe SalvationArmy.

Notes for 2011 may be ordered in November when full details will be on the church notice board.
EW

PRAYER TEAM

The PrayerTeam:LesleyRankin, Caitl n OOFerralindmyself, felt attimesa little lonely this year,so
if anyone feels the urge to join us, we would be delighted to welcome you onboard.

Prayer Link is working well N leave a messagewith Michael Duff (086-8246966)and
immediately 6 peoplelift you up in prayer. Thank you to those peoplefor their commitment,
confidentiality and speedy response.

This year,we setup two PrayerRooms.The first wason GoodFriday, but while it wasa powerful
spacewe felt rushedanddid not havetime to let peopleknow it was happeningThe secondwasin
Septembens a responsdo ONightand DayOand was the first time we openedthe room overnight.
The scouttroop anddiscussiorgroup helpedus with a flier drop aroundthe neighbourhoodandwe
hunga banneron the front railings. Therewasa terrific responseand manythanksto Laura,Lyndsey
and Mel for their help, to Paulandhis savagedog for securitybackupandto Derek, Eric and Alain
for being nightwatchmen.

We continueto publish a prayerin the Newsletterand this is carefully edited by Michael

Thompson.
RS

PRAYER FOCUS MAGAZINE

Eachcircuit hasthe chanceto publishrequestdor prayerin this magazinewhich is freely availableat
thedoor,in largeprint andsmall. 1tOsa helpful referenceo help uslook outwardto the needsof other
churches on this island.

This year we gavethanksfor Baird, Helenaand Amy, new membersand young peoplewho
travelledin outreachthis summer,andthe friendly supportiveworking atmospherén CentenaryWe
askedfor prayerfor our Circuit which facesa changeof ministerandcontinuedprayerfor our elderly
andour visitors. Our new missionstatemenOtoreceiveGodOove andto shareit with others(eeps

us grounded in its simplicity and tested by its huge challenge.
RS

GROUP BIBLE STUDY AND LENTEN STUDY

During 2009 no congregational Bible study group met.

A Lentenstudy group metin WesleyHouseeachWednesdaymorning at 10 am. The study was
basedon MatthewByrneOsook, OTheDay He died N The Passoveaccordingto LukeOpublishedby
ColumbaPress.This proveda very informative companionto readingthe story of the passionin the
Gospelof Luke. The backgrounddetail madethe story cometo life and stimulatedmuch discussion

about the centrality of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus in our spiritual lives.
EA

PASTORAL CARE TEAM

The PastoralCare Teammet on 12th Februaryand 7th May. The teamconsistedof our Lay Pastor,
Ann Willoughby, RosemaryThompson Aubrey Smyth, Sylvia Roddie,Lesley Rankin,JanetPasley,
Delyth Parkes,Dorothy OOFerraIIKatharyn Given, JoyceCrozier-Shaw Muriel Booth and Ernie
Armitage. We thankedRuth Christiewho hasresignedher servicesafter manyyears.Rory OOFerrall
alsoresignedduring the year and receivedour thanks.Someof the teamare assistedn caring by
members of the congregation.

The pastoralcareris a link betweernthe member the congregationthe lay pastorandthe minister.
Baird Lewis arrangedfor the Rev. Dudley Levistone Cooneyto administerHoly Communionto
memberswho are house-boundConsideratiorhas beengiven to forming a new group of mature



students.
EA

OVERSEAS MISSIONS

The 2009 Dublin District Overseas Mission Day was held"bRebruary in Wesley College.

More than90 peopleattendedThe themeof the day, OTogethein MissionOvasintroducedby the
main speakerRuth Watt. The four workshopssupportedhe themeby illustrating different ways of
promoting mission and evangelism.The workshopswere OLessong&earntin TongaQed by Ruth
Watt, OWorldFederatiorMaking a DifferenceQed by SheelaghNonnacottandIrene McKeown from
MWI, OAJourneyto Mauritius with EEPQed by Kiran Griffin and Habib Nadir, EEP Co-ordinator,
and ODoesEvangelismFloat Your BoatOled by Junior de Larina who works with Operation
Mobilisation. The responseso the workshopswere good: they were well presentedinterestingand
interactive.

The childrenOprogrammewasled by Mr RaymondRuttle andthe local JMA secretariesEighteen
children attendedand broughttheir projectwork on South Africa. Craft activities on life in South
Africa took placein threegroupswith the help of the JMA SecretariesSouthAfrican snackswere
served.

The re-introductionof the youth programmeby Jonoand Beth Griffin, with Tearfundtaking part,
wasvery successfullt wasalsointeractiveandthe themeconnectedvith the restof the programmes.
Sixteen young people attended, representing three circuits.

The creche, musicandworship, closingdevotions food, stallsandthe availability of technologyin
all the rooms all added to the success of the day.

YM-B
CHRISTIAN AID

The Methodist Churchin Ireland officially recognisesChristian Aid as our aid and international
developmentigency.The major eventeachyearis ChristianAid Week which took placethis year
from 10thtol6thMay andon Sundayl10th May we raised!255 from a collectionanda cakesale.On

Sunday21stJune,the SundaySchooland DiscussionGroupdid a sponsoredvalk aroundBray Head
raising a further 1465, bringing the Centenary'sotal donationto !720. Thanksto all who supported

these events.
LP

HOME MISSIONS

Lastyear| wrote aboutthe Ojobdescription®f the District Home Mission Committee.This year, |
havediscoveredhe detailsof thosebroadstatementsThis is not a committeethat meetstwice a year
(asl wastold whenbeingaskedto represenCentenary)Well to be accuratejt meetstwice a yearto
arrangewho will do the work during the gapbetweenthe meetings And it is a busygroup of people
that work quietly in the background.

The Committeegives grantsfor Circuits that are struggling financially or to fund mission
initiatives on Circuit. Thesearecheckedo ensurethatthe ConnexionaHomeMission moneyis spent
wisely. | was askedby Rev Des Bain to be part of a review group to assesghe work in Urban
Junction, which is ongoing.

The District Committeealsoensureghat Mansesare suitablefor theincomingminister.Soa small
group from the Committeevisit the manseand report back on work that is requiredto makethe
Mansea homefor the Mansefamily. This meansthat the grouplook at the decor,carpetskitchen,
bathroometc and seethat they are suitablefor a family. A reportis madeandit is possiblethat a
Minister dueto be movedby the StationingCommitteecould havethe appointmentchangedf the
Circuit are not willing to undertakethe work deemednecessarypy the Mission Committee.Also a
Circuit could askfor areportif they are not happywith their Manseandthenusethis reportto apply
for grants(if they do not havelLocal TrusteesCentenaryhavelLocal Trustees)Centenarywill havea
visit in the Spring of 2010.

So, valuable work is done to support the work of the church in Dublin.
DOF

YOUTH WORK



CENTENARY YOUNG ADULTS

With 45 on the e-mailinglist, Centenaryyoung Adults (COYa)s thriving. A decisionwasmadeat the
start of the academicyearto ensurethat eventsfor the youngadultsin the churchwould be more
regularbthus,thereis somethingplannedfor the third Sundayof everymonth.Throughthe year,we
have beentreatedto a variety of social events,and a fun nightOs$owling in Stillorgan with the
DiscussionGroup aswell asthe ever-wonderfulstudentiunchesanddinners,providedso kindly by
membersof the congregationA specialword of thanksto Dorothy OOFerraliwho hastakenon the
mammoth task of coordinating all these events this year.

Following the earthquakadlisasterin Haiti, on 20" February2010the COYaprganiseda travelling
dinnerto raisemoneyfor the aid effort. It wasa tremendousuccessbringingin over!1400. Thanks
to all those who provided food, hosted us, helped ferry people and cleaned up afterwards.

Futuredatesfor your Diary are: SatMarch 20, Hike organisedoy Andrew Rankin,andfor April, a
end-of-the-yearbeforethe examsBar-Be-Queis planned.So keepthesedatesfree, we would love to

see you there.
RF

WESLEY HOUSE STUDENT RESIDENCE 2009/2010

This yearhasbeena very quietyearin the studenthouse.In Septembewe hadonly threemovein, a
big drop on the full houseof eight plus myself (Sam)lastyear.KarenHodginsmovedin first to start
herartsdegreen UCD. We alsohadBen Charbonnieand StuartMcConkeyboth doing their Leaving
Certificateat the Rathminesand LeesonStreetinstitutesrespectively Due to the small numbersthere
hasbeena lovely relaxedatmospheraroundthe houseandit hasbeenthe perfectplaceto studyand
takeit easy.In Januarywe hada welcomeadditionto the houseof Alicia Gordon.Shehadpreviously
stayedin WesleyHouseand hasmovedin for the remainderof the year. Alicia is doing Human
Nutrition and Dietetics in DIT/ Trinity. g
SOUTH HILL STUDENT RESIDENTS

Althea Kent, an exchangestudentfrom California, is studying Medieval History and English at
Trinity College.

Caroline Shawis a studentat University College Dublin readingBusinesswith an emphasison
Chinese, and will be spending the next year on exchange in Beijing.

CharleneMcFarlandstudiesat the National Academyof Art and Design,whereshespecializesn
glass.

David Hutchinsonis currently enrolledat the Dublin Institute of Technologywith the intent of
working as a structural engineer.

R’analLynch attendsthe Conservatoryof Music and Dramaat the Dublin Institute of Technology,

and is particularly interested in Musical Theatre.
AK

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND D1scussioN GROUP

The DiscussionGroupfor Secondaryschoolpupils continuesto meetregularly and friendshipshave
grown between the members of the five schools represented.

In the run up to Easterthosewho were preparingfor Receptioninto Full Membershiphelpedto
host a Discipleship meal for the congregation,which included a Middle Easterntype menu,
punctuatedoy readingsfrom Scriptureand concludingwith the symbolic washingof feet. Shortly
after the Reception service, the group was involved in setting up and hosting the 24/7 Prayer Room.

Visits to the group by membersand friends of the congregatiorhave beengreatly appreciated.
Talks haveincluded Growing up in London, with rootsin the Caribbean Building Bridges, World
DevelopmentCaring for the Environmentandthe Powerof Prayer.Two studentsfrom the Dublin
Jewish Community also came to share their faith and experiences with us.

We look forwardto welcomingnew membersn the comingyearandwish themwell asthey move
from Primary into Secondary School.

The SundaySchool,while smallin size, continuesto meetweekly with a willing rota of adult
leadersLessonsare guidedlargely by the season®f the ChurchOgear.We would like to be ableto



divide the classin two to be ableto do more ageappropriateactivities, so if thereare children out
there aged between 4 and 11, they are very welcome to come along and join in our activities.
Practicalprojectsundertakerwith the DiscussionGroup havebeena ChristianAid walk around
Bray Head,a responséo the SamaritanQRurseshoeboxappealanda coin collectionto fill andsend
an Aquabox via the Methodist ChurchO<€ontainerMinistry to a country undergoinga state of

emergency.
LR

SUNDAY CRECHE

Althoughthis hasbeena quietyear,the creche continueso be availableto all childrenunderthe
age of four years.

JP
6TH DUBLIN (LEESON PARK) ScouT TROOP

LeesonParkscouttroop was 100 yearsold in 2009.6th Dublin is one of the oldestgroupsin Ireland.
Scoutshave beenmeetingin LeesonParkfor all that time and we hopeto continuefor the next
hundred!
The year was markedwith a centenaryObacko basics@ummercampwhere we tried, as far as
possible and with mixed success, to camp as scouts would have done in 1909.

Specialthanksgo to all the scouts@arentsfor the terrific supportthey havebeento the group,
especially with fundraising, during the past year.

We havethreesectionsrunningcurrently: Cubs,ScoutsandVentureScouts We hopeto expandto
include a new Beaver section for the youngest members in September this year.

Weekly meetingsare on Friday eveningsin the CentenaryHall. As ever,we thank PaulBarry for
his patience.

For more information please contact Barbara Stone at 087-2258543 or
leesonparkscouts@gmail.com

BS
NEWS FROM THE CONGREGATION
MY YEAR IN Moscow:

Russia:land of cold wintersandwarm hearts(onceyou get pastthe frosty exterior!) Spendinga year
studyingin Moscow was both an exciting and dauntingprospectbut having completedmy year, |
have no doubt: | would go back in an instant.

During my yearl wasblessedo attenda Russian-speakinghurch,wherethe membergook mein
immediatelyas one of their churchfamily B 1 wasinvited to my first Russianweddingon my first
Sundaythere!l madeso manydearfriendsboth hereandat an internationalEnglish-languagéible
study, which took placeon Tuesdaysn an English familyOsapartmentThe churchalso had many
children, and the Englishfamily havethreeyoung children,so | was ableto help out with Sunday
school (a challenge in Russian!) and have a wonderful time babysitting.

Oneof the mostrewardingpartsof my yearwasa trip to Lopatovo,a smallvillage nearthe city of
Pskov,aboutthreehoursfrom St. PetersburgAn old coupletherehadtheir tiny woodenhouseburned
down somemonthsbefore. They had given their lives to Christ somemonthsbefore,andthe other
villagers claimedthat it was becausethey had abandonedOrthodoxy that their househad burned
down. Along with membersof the EnglishlanguageBible study| attendedbn Tuesdaynights,| went
to help build a two-roomedwoodenchurchhousefor them b they would live in oneroom, andthe
churchwould bein the otherhalf. It wassmallandvery simpleby our standardsbut muchbetterthan
anythingthey hadhadbeforebthe besthousein thevillage. | wasblessedn beingableto spendtime
with thesewonderful people,andto experiencerural Russiab a world apartfrom the busynessand
richnessof Moscow. The gapbetweenthe rich minority andthe poor majority is enormousb mostof
the countryside where80% of the populationlives, could be called Third World. Many eventoday
live in incrediblepoverty,in many casesas a resultof the collapseof the SovietUnion. Pleasepray
for thesepeopleb for the improvementof their situation,for helpandin particularfor Evgeniiand
his wife, andfor the new churchin Lopatovo.PraiseHim thatit is thriving Bfifty peoplecamefor the
Harvest celebrations B and pray that it will continue to do so.



Churchill once called RussiaOariddle wrappedin a mysteryinside an enigmaQYou think you
finally understandit, but then it throws a new problem at you. There are few countriesless
challenging,infuriating and incomprehensiblebut also few lessrewardingand alluring. For me, it

was, quite simply, an unforgettable experience.
RF

A-Z CHILDREN'S CHARITY

Lastsummer wentto Ugandawith the A-Z ChildrenO€harity.| canhonestlysaythe experiencéhas
had a lasting effect on me! Ugandais an amazingplace, with vibrant and friendly people.The
childrenwould honestlymelt your heart. They are so happyandinnocent,no playstationsor DS lites
there....they appreciatehe mostbasicthing.... andthey absolutelyLOVE stickers!We held a party
for thekids (who areonthe A-Z HIV Communityprogrammegndfor their familiesin Kasengejeand
gaveout stickers.Theremusthavebeenabout700 childrenall runningaroundwith stickersstuckto
the centreof their foreheads!!!To seehow sucha small thing canmakeall thesechildrensmile form
ear to earE as the ad says... PRICELESS!

Every day wasdifferentwhenwe were overthere.l spent2 daysa weekin the Clinic nursing,2
daysa weekteachingfirst aid in schoolsor facilitating educationsessiondor the UgandanPioneer
Association(UPA), and 1 day a weekbuilding, aswell asworking in the library. In the eveningswe
hadthe optionto do what we wanted,so we would sometimego into the capital Kampalawherewe
could spendtime in the orphanagewith childrenall underthe ageof 3 andmind andplay with them.
The whole experiencenvasvery diverseand| getso excitedwhenevei think backto the wonderful
time | had in Uganda.

IOmstill fairly involved with A-Z andwill continueto fully supportits missionandgoals.At the
momentl am signedup to the ObuddysystemQuvithin the charity which meansthat | am allocated
volunteerswho are going to Ugandafor the first time this summer,andmy job really is to makethe
leadup to their trip asstressfree aspossibleby helpingthento organizetheir fundraising,aswell as
answeringany questionghey may haveaboutUgandaor A-Z or the whole volunteeringexperiencel
feel | was extremelyblessedthat | had sucha network of supportthroughoutthe time whenl| was
fundraising,and 1Qdlike to thank everybodyat Centenaryfor their supporteither financially or
spiritually during that time.

If you want more information about A-Z please go to the website: www.azchildrenscharity.ie
HS

OUR M1ssION TRIP TO KENYA

Jambo!Lastsummerwe spentten weeksin MombasaKenyaworking in primary schoolsasteaching
assistantsThis was part of a volunteerprogrammerun by Suas,an educationand development
organisation.The schoolswere found in extremelydisadvantage@reasof the city. Our job wasto
assist the teachers as they deal with extremely large class sizes of up to 90 students.

A typical day involved teachingEnglish, Maths, Scienceand PE from 8amto 3.30pm.This was
followed by an houranda half of extra-curriculamctivities.We thenheadechomefor dinnerandthen
prepared the lessons and activities for the following day.

While this wasan extremelychallengingl0 weeks,we thoroughlyenjoyedthe project (exceptthe
early morningstarts!).Apart from schoolwork, we hadthe opportunityto visit the homesof someof
the staff and studentsin the schools.We also visited severalcommunity projectsand organisations
working to improvethe lives of peoplein the area. On our time off we enjoyedthe white sandsand

blue water of Nyali beach! Thank you for all you support. Asante!
CR&MS

Mi1ssIiON TRIP WITH HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

On the 18th of June20091 setoff with a groupof 30 from WesleyCollegeto Hondurasin Central
Americawith the organisatiorHabitatfor Humanity.We arrivedin La Ceibaafter a four hour drive
from SanPedroSulaand plannedto beginbuilding 3 housedor 3 families. On site we had our work
cut out for us, from digging foundationsin 40 degreeheatto mixing cementby hand!Working on site
with Spanishspeakingbuildersprovedto be challengingbut very entertainingWe usuallywentto the
beachto relax after a dayswork on site. As we wereonly planningto bein Hondurasfor 2 weekswe



wereonly expectedo startthe housesandby the endof our time in Honduraswve hadall the walls to
6 bricks high and the outer ones to 8, we also had dug out a 7ft cess pit.

Our time in Honduraswas sadly cut shortby a coupin the country; dueto safetyreasondHabitat
for Humanity pulled out our team,aswell as9 othersfrom the country.We missed4 daysof building
but since have beensent picturesof the housesfinished. Although the coup forced us to leave

Honduras early, we all had an amazing time and will always remember the memories we had together.
Kw

MY TRIP TO ISRAEL-PALESTINE

Last Augustl wasoneof a groupthattravelledfrom the Trinity and Queenschaplainciego the West
Bank, in Palestine.The trip was organisedby Tim Dunwoody and was underthe auspicesof the
Methodist Missionary Society.

To fundraisefor the trip | (andmy father,who you may know to be superhumanespeciallywith
the new knee)walkedto the corrie lakesof the Comeraghmountains Severalmembersof Centenary
very generouslysponsoredne, andthe committeealsogaveme a grantof two hundredeuro.For this,
thanks.

Our trip was organisedwith the EastJerusalemyYMCA. The YMCA in Palestinewas separated
after the 1948 war, and thereare now two very different organisationsn the area.The Jerusalem
YMCA is supportiveof the Israelistate largely runssportsclubsandthe like, andhascloselinks with
the AmericanYMCA. The EastJerusaleniYMCA operatesn the occupiedterritories,doesa great
deal of work to help people affected by the conflict, and actively opposes occupation.

At the Beit Sahourbranch,where we were staying, thereis a programmeto give vocational
training to peoplewho havebeendisabledby the conflict or otherwisellt is alsothe homeof the Joint
Advocacy Initiative of the EastJerusalemYMCA and YWCA. The JAIOspurposeis to organise
opposition to occupation, and to campaign for foreign support in this.

It is alsothe location of one of the severalcavesclaimedto be the shepherdGgotto, wherethe
angeltold the shepherd®f the birth of Christ. We spentmanyhappyhoursin the caveattackingthe
pillars that have been added for structural soundness, in preparation for their stone-facing.

While in the WestBank we visited Hebronb oneof the areaswvherethe conflict is the mostintense
bandsawsomeof the work of the HebronRehabilitationCommittee We visited Bethlehemand saw
the bullet holesin the Churchof the Nativity from the churchsiegethere.We travelledto a sweltering
hot Jerichoand swamin the DeadSea,which is controlledby the Israelis,as a valuabletourist site
and source of water (through desalination).

Thetrip waswonderful. Many of the membersof the grouphadhadonly superficialknowledgeof
the situation,and were fascinatedand shockedto discoverthe realitiesof the situation.Life in the
WestBankis notimpossible A universityandschoolsmanageo operate andgoodscantravelin, but
the peopleseethewith resentmenat the humiliation andarbitrarinesf the occupation Severaltimes
we sawyoungPalestiniansve hadgottento know handingover ID to Israeli soldiers,andrecognised
that, whateverthe reasonit is done,in the momentit is a simple act of subjugation. spoketo one
young man called Isa (Jesus) who said OOne day they will leave.O

Israeli airport securityis an odd beast.On our arrival | was questionednany times, more than
anyoneelsein the group, presumablybecausd look suspicious] wasnOguick enoughoff the mark
and my passportreceivedan Israeli stamp,barringme from travelin variouscountries.On the way
back | was askedwhetherl had beengiven any presentgo take back, and so the packagefor my
fatherwas X-rayed separatelyOn the otherhand| wasalsoaskedwhetherl hadboughtany Turkish
delight, and my affirmative answerwas takenon faith. It was only afterwardsthat | worked out

Turkish delight must, on a scan, look a lot like plastic explosive.
CcpP

MY LIFE AS A NURSE

Nursingis a continuallychangingprofessionSincel havequalified,| haveseenmanychangeswithin
the healthservice,with the introductionof the EuropearDirectiveson Doctorscominginto force and
a recruitmentbanon new staff, nursesare havingto take on extraroles. But thataside,l continueto
work havingreceiveda permanentontractduring the year.Work is goingwell andl amhopingto do
further study over the next year to aid my decision as to where | see myself in the next few years.



COF
ROYAL HOSPITAL, DONNYBROOK — ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION SERVICE

This yearhasbeenanothervery busyandsuccessfulearfor the service.We currently havethirteen
peopleparticipatingin the social and recreationalschemewhich is facilitated by the Donnybrook
Community and EmploymentScheme.This schemeis now in its fifteenth year and someof the
peoplewho haveparticipatedn the schemeherehavegoneon to take up positionsasrecreationand
activity staff in other settings.The programmes extensiveand is reviewedcontinuouslyto ensure
that thee is something for everyone to enjoy.

Morning sessionsafter daily newspapedeliveriesandregularMassand Churchservicesjnclude
bingo, sing-a-longand board-gamesThereis a choice of three or four activities eachweekday
afternoonandtheseinclude arts-in-caremovies,Sonasboccia,quizzes,musicalevents,crosswords,
papertalk and chitchat, carpet bowls, word games and cards.

Regulartrips andoutingsare organisedor thosewishingto avail of themanddestinationsnclude
art galleries,shoppingcentres parksand manylocal placesof interest(30 miles radius)including a
wide rangeof OPW sitesfor which we arevery grateful. Eveningsocialeventsandactivitiesinclude
pottery, movies,bingo, Omastermindséhallenge Opubwith no beerCand an occasionalecture.We
also distributelocal newspapersenablingthoseoriginally from the communityto keepup to date
with what®going on. Our concerthall providesus with the opportunityto hold musicaland other
forms of entertainment on Sunday afternoons.

The activitiesteamplay animportantrole alongwith Volunteers Friendsand professionaktaff in
making The Royal Hospital, Donnybrook the special place that it is.

The inclusion of meaningful activities in the National Standardsfor Older PersonsSettings
publishedby HIQA in 2009is very welcomeand confirms the needto ensurethat the social and
recreationaheedsof clientscontinueto be met. This hasbeenacknowledgedor manyyearsin The
Royal Hospital, Donnybrookandthe variety of the choiceson offer will hopefully continueto expand

in the years to come.
ER

“THE MENDO"’

The Mendicity Institution or OTheMendo@sit is calledcolloquially wasfoundedin 1818.1ts primary
role wasto get beggarsoff the streetsby providing food andrent moneyin returnfor work at tasks
suchasspinningand stonebreakingstonesfor road building. The elderly werelooked aftertoo and
children schooled.

Until the full introductionof the Poor Law and the establishmenof workhousesdt wasthe main
resource of the poor of Dublin.

It continuedto providefood, work, educationranddispensaryservicesin subsequenyearsandwas
an alternativeto the dreadedwvorkhousefor many. Howeverits resourcesvere muchreducedln the
pastit receiveda greatdealof moneyin donationsbut with the PoorLaw Ratebeingexactedon every
householder, many did not want to be taxed twice and withdrew their support for OThe MendoO.

We arestill an active charity and provide 20,000mealsa yearto thosein needandalso provide
mealsfor an after schoolclub. We work with the local CommunityDevelopmentProjectand hosta
wide range of activities on our premises.

We hadthoughtof closingthe food servicea few yearsagobut demandhasrisensharplydueto
the current economic difficulties.

Charles Richards (Secretary), The Mendicity Institution Trust, 8 Island Street, Dublin 8,
www.mendicity.org

CR
CAROL SINGING WITH ST. MATTHEW'S CHURCH

For a week or two comingup to Christmas,somemembersof Centenaryjoin with membersof St.
MatthewO<€hurch, Irishtown and othersto sing carolsto raisemoneyfor the Simon Community. If
anyoneprefersnot to sing or if they needto resttheir voice they can call door to door with a
collection box.

Thetimesandvenueswherewe planto meetto startthe carol singingeachnight aregivenin our



churchannouncemergheet. Anyonewho comesis wise to bring a mobile phonein casewe getsplit
up. The peoplewho comevary eachevening,so the bestthing is to askfor someoneQshonenumber
at the start of the evening.

Many regard it as a very fitting way to contribute to the Christmas celebrations.
MT

VOLUNTEERING WITH DCM’s SouP RUN

During 2009 one or two teamswent out from Dublin CentralMission, Lower Abbey Street,for an
houror two on TuesdayandWednesdaygvenings As aresultof the economiccrisis therewere more
people than ever sleeping rough on the streets.

As well asthe volunteerswho go out on the streetsthereareback-upteamswho makesandwiches
andcollectold clothes.For instance Michael Duff of MethodistCentenaryChurchis alwayspleased
to receive donations of warm clothes, mainly large menOs sizes.

During 2010 we have extendedthe ministry to cover Monday nights as well as Tuesdayand
WednesdayThe latestdevelopments thatearly on a Tuesdaymorningwhen SimonCommunitydo a
roughsleepercount,at their requestvolunteersfrom DCM follow behindthemto give tea/coffeeand
cerealbarsaspeoplearewaking up. Thesenew ventureshavebecomepossiblebecausave havebeen
blessed with more volunteers. We thank God for His provision.

All thosewe meetare encouragedo receivethe food and warm clotheswe give themin JesusOs
name.

MT
COLLECTING/ BAG PACKING FOR DCM

In November,the DCM usually focussesits attentionon streetcollections/bag packing. Again,
Stillorganand Merrion Centrewere manned/organisecdby the Centenaryfor box collecting. We were
particularlyin debtto Michael Duff, who organiseddaysfor usin Merrion. The Merrion Centreis a
greatfavourite for collectorsasit is very warm andwe get a generousvelcomefrom the shoppers.
Dates have been allocated to the DCM for 2010, so we need not fear that we lose that pitch.

Supervalun Mount Merrion allow usto bagpackwhich suitsthe youngermembersof the Church
and others who do not like to shake a box.

Together all our collectors/bagpackersnakea meaningfulcontributionto the fundsof the DCM,
which is very much appreciated.

Next Autumn, JayneDuff haskindly agreedo co-ordinatethe volunteersSo, pleasebe asquick to
volunteer for Jayne as you have been for me. Thanks very much.

DOF
WESLEY HOUSE

WESLEY HOUSE ADMINISTRATION

The significanceof this reportis to allow me a chanceto reflecton the pastyearbut alsoto allow me
to look ahead to 2010.

Someof the examinationgroupshaveleft usbut| amgladto saywe havefound somenewclients.
MothersUnion, M.W.I, Book Club, Bowling, Wednesdaymorning coffee are still onboard.R.H.S.|
every other Wednesday.

The Beekeeperareexpandingn numberseveryyearwhich is ideal aswe canaccommodat¢hem
in Wesley House.

SaIvationArmyC)sMarcus and Jane,have donetremendousvork with the Paintboxon Friday
morning and Baby Song on Tuesday morning hoping to extend to Wednesdays in 2010.

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers are also doing well in their numbers.

A summercampranfor six weeksfor primary agechildrenwith qualifiedteachersn Arts, Drama,
Sports and Music.

Moving on to the Autumn; | wasdelightedto welcomea returnto WesleyHouseof the Culwick
Choir. It was great to see all the familiar faces and new ones.

But alas, as things were going well, the central heatingbroke down a week before Christmas.
Thanks to Mr. Healy and Rialto Plumbing we got it going eventually.



Soto finish off, 2009 was interestingand very challengingbut we got throughit. So whatever
2010brings| know it will be worthwhile working and servingthe CentenaryCongregatiorandthe

Community.
PB

SUNDAY COFFEE

This yeartherehasbeenplenty of volunteergo serveteaandcoffeeafterchurch. Thanksto everyone

and do keep putting your name on the list!
RW

FRIENDLY ROOM

During the pastyear we have had up to ten to twelve at the Friendly Room most Wednesday
mornings, including a couple of ladies from the Molyneux Home joining with us at present.
Shortly beforeChristmaswe divided !600 betweerthe four charitieswhich we havesupportedor
many years.
Once again we appealfor more of our congregationto join with us from time to time on

Wednesdays in Room 1 from 10.30am till 12 noon for tea/ coffee and biscuits and a chat.
EW

LEESON PARK INDOOR BOWLING CLUB

In 2009the Indoor Bowling Club increasedts membershiandwelcomeda numberof new members
but wassorry to lose someothers.The Club changedts bowling nightsto Tuesdayand Wednesday
and thesewere well attendedand enjoyed by all. The Club had a very busy seasonwith the

participationin externalcompetitionsorganizedby the Dublin and District United Churchesindoor

Bowling Association.In the Rohu Cup, the premierleaguecompetition,the Club playedten matches
but resultswere disappointingandthe Club proppedup the section.In the knockoutcompetitionsthe

Ladiesteamin the Hope Competitionreachedhe 2nd round, but the GentOgeamlost in the 1stround

of the GordonMiller Trophy. The Club membersalsoparticipatedn anoutdoorbowling competition

organizedby Kenilworth Bowling Club. The Club competitionresultswere as follows: Lady's

Championshipwinner: Doris Spendloverunner-up:VanessaWyse Jackson;Gent'sChampionship
winner: Patrick Wyse Jackson;runner-up: Trevor Spendlove;Handicap Singleswinner: Trevor

Spendlove;runner-up:VanessaWyse Jackson;HandicapPairs winners: lan Collie and Trevor

Spendlove; runners-up: Doris Spendlove and Peggy Dwyer.

PNWJ
LEESON PARK PLAYERS 2009

LeesonPark Playershad a busyyearin 2009. As well asthe our Springand Autumn plays OMove
Over Mrs MarkhamGand OBlitheSpiritO,we enteredthe All Ireland One Act Festivalandtook OThe
Colleen BawnO down to Dunlavin for two nights.

Our Spring Play was OMoveOver Mrs MarkhamO,a farce by Ray Cooney. This proved
tremendoushypopularwith audience®dl think it is the time for comedyaswe needrespitefrom the
bad newsall around. It wasone of the strongestastswe haveeverhadandwasbeautifully staged.
Maud White excelled herself producing several Matisse copies to hang on the walls.

Noel Cowardhadthe samethoughtin the dark daysof 1940whenhe wrote OBlitheSpiritO a light
heartedlook at marriagewith a supernaturaklement.This too proved ever popularand was a
wonderful productionin every respect.There was some Ocorpsing@ctors reducedto helpless
laughter) on the Saturday night, fortunately it rather added to the overall entertainment.

In Dunlavinwe relived the daysof thefit up companiesbringing everythingwe neededdownin a
van, stayinglocally and self catering. The soundsof chickensand cows outsidethe barnduring the
performance fitted in well with the plays rustic setting.

Our entryto the All Irelandswasa world premiereof OMissBrillO by Carlo Gebler.This was his
adaptationof a shortstory by KatherineMansfield. It was performedat The Mill Theatre,Dundrum
andat the Bray OneAct FestivalwhereNoeleenHartiganwasrunnerup in the BestDirector category
and Rachel Carey was runner up in the Best Actress category

As well asthe AnnualBar B Q, Play ReadingEveningandtheatreoutingswe hada masterclassin



comedy from Rose Seymour that was most enjoyable and informative.
Our nextplay is ORunsin The FamilyO alsoby Ray Cooneyandregardecby manyas his finest
comic creation, this is on tig2" 239 24" April .

A big thank you is due to Andrew Rankin who has organized the overhaul of the hall®s lighting rig.
SINEAD FITZPATRICK (HON SEC)

Book CLuB

OThegreatestgift is the passionfor reading. It is cheap,it consolesjt distracts, it excites.lt
gives you knowledge of the worlds and experience of a wide kind. It is a moral illuminationO.

We havecelebratedur seconcbirthdayand| am happyto reportthatat mostmeetingswve havea
full roll call. No oneseemsgo wantto missa meetingandall arevery faithful readingour appointed
book for the month.Our choiceis very varied,sometimegyoing for a recentbestsellertherebya rush
to the local library is essential. We also include one Classic each year.

We havehadsomeinterestingOconflictof opinionOijt hasbeenremarkedd Owerg/ou readingthe
same book!!O, this provides the ground for a lively discussion.

At the endof this year,JanetPasleywill betakingovertherunningof the Book Club, thanksJanet
and we look forward to the year ahead.

Thank you to Paul who always has Room 1 ready for our use, much appreciated.

We look forward to the year ahead, Happy Reading to all e

MWI REPORT

| am pleased to report that our MWI numbers have been very regular over the past year.

Howeverour first meetingof eachtermis usuallyratherdepleteddueto a numberof peoplestill
away after the holiday period.

At leasttwo eveningsduring the termwe OentertaiourselvesGasmanyorganisationsiow, dueto
cutbacks requestan attendanceof 50+ beforethey will considerproviding a speakerthis | cannot
do!.

We would encouragethe congregationto supportour Open Nights. Last year we had Niall
McMonagle telling us how his love of English Literature and Art has influenced his life. A
representativérom St. JohnAmbulancealsocameto help keepus up to dateon essentiaFirst Aid,
most informative.

We endedour yearwith a ChristmasMeal out with a very goodattendancenearlya full house,an
excellent meal and much chat and laughter.

Our committeeremainvery faithful but, asalways,pleasdet me know if you would be interested
in joining, you will be most welcome.

Nancy Pasleysteppeddown from Treasureruring the year, manythanksto her for all herwork,
done quietly and efficiently and we welcomeValerie Hale who haskindly takenover the books,
thanks Valerie.

As alwaysthankyou all for your continuedsupportand of courseto thoseon the Committee,

where would | be without you?
HG

EASTWELL RESIDENTIAL HOME

In spite of the stateof the nationandeconomyin general Eastwellcontinuesto provide an oasisof
calm and carefor the ladiesresidingthere.For this, the Head of Home and her staff, the Ladies
Committee, and the ladies themselves, deserve to be acknowledged and thanked.

We are also grateful for the continuedsupportof individuals and churchesvho supportEastwell
eachyearN the upkeepof anold building in the contextof everincreasingegislationandguidelines
means that any and all assistance is gratefully received!

Pleasecontinueto rememberEastwellandthe residentsin your prayersN we havea numberof

vacancies and will happily welcome any enquiries.
AS

BOOK TALK 2010



The bookswhich | havereviewedthis yearhavebeenweightedin favour of Irish interest.The first
was PatWalshO€urious Case of the Mayo Librarian (Mercier). This tells in very greatdetail the
story of the librarian who was ostracisedn Mayo becauseshewasa ProtestantShelater marrieda
Methodist minister, and was the first womanto candidate(unsuccessfully¥or the Irish Methodist
ministry.

Jasper Wolfe of Skibbereen by Jaspedngoed-ThomagCollins Press)js aboutanotherMethodist,
a Crown Solicitor for WestCork. He wasthreetimessentencedo deathby IRA courts,but survived
to becomefriendly with the threemenwho presidedover thosecourts.He wasthe first Methodistto
be electedto Dtil fireann.His story callsin questionthe legendof Protestantdeingdriven out of
West Cork in the 1920s; they were threatened for their politics rather than for their religion.

The traditional picture of FlorenceNightingaleis of the gentlenursetouring the wardswith her
lamp. Mark Bostridgehasjust written a new biographyof goodlady (Penguin)which pointsout that
shehad little knowledgeof nursing;shewas an administratorand a tough old bird. That is not to
decryher,shehadto beto accomplishall thatshedid, andone canadmireherwithout makingherout
to be anything other than what she was. This is an admirable biography.

GerardM. Fealyis the authorof The Adelaide Hospital School of Nursing (Columba)publishedto
mark its sesquicentenaryt is a sometimessurprisingstory, beautifully told. It is unfortunatethat few
photographdhavesurvivedfrom someperiods,andthat not all the namesof thosein somethat did
have been remembered. In the excitement of the moment few people think of posterity.

The Jesus I Know (also Columba)is a collection of thirty-nine shortarticleswritten by different
people,talking abouttheir encountemwith the Redeemerlt getsawayfrom the stereotypeof the old
Otestimonyéhd presentsa variety of experiencessomefrom very unexpectedgourcesln the matter
of talking about faith, this collection is very refreshing. The Editor is Adam Harbinson.

DouglasHurdOsiew book, Robert Peel: A Biography (Weidenfeld& Nicholson)is a splendid
accountof probablythe only truly disinterestedpolitician everto serveas Prime Minister of Great
Britain. His long period of Cabinetoffice, not all in the Premiershipof course ,was evidenceof the
fact that he wasregardedasindispensableHad he not beendislodgedfrom office in 1846,the Great
Irish Famine could well have been very much less severe.

It wasa chancevisit to Anascaulin the Dingle Peninsulahat broughtto my attentionthe nameof
Tom Crean.His biographyby Michael Smith, An Unsung Hero (Collins Press)hasrecentlybeen
republished. Creanplayedsignificantrolesin threePolarexpeditionsandseveralof his companions
owedtheir lives to his strengthanddeterminationindeedthe failure of thetwo Scottexpeditionswas
largely dueto ScottOsbstinateclinging to the ideathat the sledgedogswere mainly mobile reserve
rations,to be slaughteredndeatenwhenotherfood wasexhaustedtatherthan,at thattime, the most
rapid meansof transportacrossice. This is a reminderof the fallacy of crediting succesof any
enterpriseto the upperclasscommanderwithout examiningthe role playedby thosewho did the
work.

When God Took Sides by MarianneElliott (OUP), is an examinationof the waysin which the
conflict of the pastforty yearsin Northernlreland hasbeensustainedby the ways in which the
contendingpartieshaveselectivelyusedtheir history. Thatis not a peculiarity of any one conflict; all
conflicts are sustainedn the sameway. It enablesus at Commemorationso honourour bravelads
and lasses who were killed, and to forget those whom they had killed.

In Alice: A Life of Alice Milligan (Colourpoint),SheilaTurnerJohnstorhaspaid tribute to a very
unusualMethodist.Alice wasbornin Omagh,nearwhich town one of her maternalgreatuncleshad
to uselrish to instruct his farm labourersfrom Donegal,who could not understandenglish. Alice
becamefascinatedwith Irish, and threw herselfenergeticallyinto the work of the Gaelic League,
travelling the countryto organisebranchesSomeof her poetrywas praisedby AE, and one of her
plays was producedin the Abbey Theatre.Her Unionist siblings did not approve.She ultimately
sufferedthe fate of mostunmarrieddaughtersat thattime, havingto nurseherailing parentsandsome
of hersiblings.Their deathdeft herdestitute andit wasstrangersvho took herin. The funeralof this
feisty little championof all thingslIrish wasconductedby the Methodistministerat Omagh,the Rev.

Robert England!
DLC

THE METHODIST NEWSLETTER



The Methodist Newsletteris an interestingand attractivelyillustrated magazinefor and aboutthe
Methodist Churchin Ireland and its links with the world. It was publishedmonthly exceptfor
September and cokt4.50 for 11 issues.

Methodist CentenaryChurch had 29 subscribersn 2009, a decreaseof one comparedto the
previousyear.If you arenot a subscribemandwould like to receivea regularcopy pleasecontactErnie
Armitage.

EA
ANNOUNCEMENT SHEET

Theideaof a churchnewslettergoesbackaboutforty years,to whenthelate GladysScott(not Gladys
Scottwho presentlyattendsCentenarywith her husbandNorman) producedit on her old Gestetner
printer. It is a valuableway of communicatingchurchmattersto the congregationaswell asto those
who are housebound.

We are gratefulto all thosewho e-mail announcementt Michael ThompsonOs-mail address,
michaelthompson58@eircom.net by 10am alternate Wednesdays for the following Sunday.

If any churchmembershaveany itemswhich may be of interestto otherchurchmemberslease
send them to the e-mail address given.

MT

CHURCH WEBSITE

MethodistCentenaryChurchhasan excellentwebsitethanksto Andrew Rankinwho designedt some
years ago. Michael Thompson is responsible for regularly updating it.

We areopento suggestion®n how to improvethe website.For instancejn the year2009,on our
homepage we introduced a link to last yearOs yearbook.

We try to include as muchinformation aswe canthat would be of interestto anyonesurfing the
Internet.If you haveany suggestion®r commentspleasespeakto Michael Thompsonor Andrew
Rankin.
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CHURCH YEARBOOK

Thanksare dueto all who havesubmitteditemsfor inclusionin Yearbook2009. Whetheror not we
have contributed to the yearbook, we all belong to the one church family.

We are opento suggestionon ways to improve the yearbookand, as mentionedabove,one
suggestiorthatwe adoptedastyearwasto havea link to the Yearbookon our website.So, if we run
out of printed copies of the yearbook all is not lost.

Next Januaryand Februarywe expectto againbe askingpeopleto submitwritten contributionsto
the yearbook.If you think you would be able to write a piecethat would be of interest,pleaseask

Dorothy OOFerrall or Michael Thompson.
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