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LETTER FROM THE LAY PASTOR

I am writing this letter at the moment during an unexpected break on the campus of Edgehill
Theological College in Belfast where, for the past two years, I have had Friday formation training.
There have also been weekend training workshops, and other placement and supervisory areas to
explore, all part of the professional track toward ordained ministry. Although a fair distance from
Dublin, Edgehill Theological College is an accessible, welcoming place aiming to meet the training
needs of ministers in the 21st century church. I am pleased to say that, although it has been a struggle
to keep up with all the necessary duties of Centenary as well as Edgehill, the College has not shied
away from the issues and concerns that face churches and ministers in this day and age. It has an
adaptable training schedule which makes it difficult at times for the staff, but it allows better
integration of modular style teaching methods to ensure relevant topics are explored in detail.

I was required to attend only part-time with Edgehill because I had already completed years ago a
professional training program in United Methodist Ministry, which was a full time three year Masters
level course taught at Duke University Divinity School in Durham North Carolina. That was a very
good and very challenging experience which grounded me in theological education, but as I was so
young upon graduation, 25, I had yet to Ôsee the worldÕ, something Americans from the central States
might not ever have an opportunity to do.

I made a decision to delay traditional ministry in the church upon graduation and to apply my faith
in a more lateral manner. I went to London to join the LÕArche Community, a place that dedicates
itself to assisting those with learning disabilities through providing family styled homes and
meaningful work or places to be. It was an important time of grounding myself in practical
applications of faith and learning how to simply be ÔpresentÕ to another person. It was also a time of
being a part of a worshipping/ praying community and a place to meet folks from all over the world
who had come for a year or more to experience LÕArche.

When I married 10 years ago at the age of 35, I still felt the calling of ministry. Having left
LÕArche by that time, I felt more ready then for ministry and found myself first in 3rd Level
Chaplaincy in Ireland at DIT for a number of years, and then to your doorstep of Centenary.
Centenary has given me an opportunity to jump in headfirst into church ministry and for that and its
people, I am eternally grateful. It may well have been disappointing at some level not to have an
ordained minister for three years, but my hope is that we discovered together what Lay Ministry can
offer along with its limitations.

I will always have the view that there is no person more important than any other in the church.
We simply have different roles to play in the faith community depending on the gifts and talents each
of us have. Ordained ministry is a unique calling and gift to Christianity that will remain, yet it is
there as a sign or symbol of what all Christians are, people of faith. I would hope that the strong lay
leadership of Centenary which has been around for many long years will continue well alongside of
its ordained and/ or lay ministers/ pastors of the future. What is invested in a community reaps
rewards for years to come, and it takes the will of the whole community to make that happen.

BRIEF REFLECTION ON CENTENARY 2009

I think that there is a lot of evidence of your goodwill and faith as well as investment in Centenary life
by the number of students and young adults who choose to give back to their communities through
service local and abroad. I have observed that instead of sharing narrow views of the world we
occupy, these young people often offer more complex and challenging perspectives. The faith
community that has nurtured them would need to take some credit for this broader view of faith that
seems embodied in the younger members.

As you may be aware, finances are more difficult now than has been previously experienced. It is
heartening, however, to hear our Circuit Treasurer, Des Farrar, confirm that givings remain very high.
This is a good indicator of loyalty to and appreciation for Methodism, Centenary style. With a
significant funding source gone for several years now like rental income from Kingsland Park, the
church is feeling the pinch financially. Tighter budgeting and careful and transparent planning, that is
held by the council and the congregation, along with good fiscal accountability, will no doubt need to
continue on.

My view is that the presence Centenary has in Dublin 6 is strong. Its community resource, Wesley



House, is well used, and can always be utilised even more. Keep the word out about this place and
what it can offer to groups of varying sizes. And as ever, remain the welcoming congregation that
continues to receive newcomers and visitors with friendliness and kindly consideration.

BL

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2009

Amongst the ongoing nature of weekly services of worship in Centenary where we sustain ourselves
in GodÕs presence through prayer, song, and word, there were a number of highlights throughout the
year worth special mention.

DISCIPLESHIP MEAL

On the 5th Sunday in Lent, 29th March, we had a discipleship meal whereby, after the main service the
six confirmation class students served a meal and presided in leading prayers and readings throughout.
The purpose of the meal, besides enjoying each otherÕs company and the delicious meal, was to
discover the meaning behind the Last Supper where Jesus broke bread with his disciples, prayed, and
encouraged them to take on leadership after his earthly departure. After the meal there followed an
informal foot-washing which symbolized the humble service of a disciple.

YOUNG ADULT/STUDENT LED SERVICE

At the 26th April service of worship, a number of university students from Centenary helped lead the
worship through giving talks on the various projects they were going to be involved with through the
summer months in countries like Burundi, Uganda, and Kenya. These students/ young people are in
the company of a long line of students who for many years in this congregation have been offering
their services, and in so doing opening doors to themselves and to their ongoing development of self
and of faith both abroad and in their service to their local church and community. Students who were
able to serve that summer were Katie Warren in Honduras, Craig Rankin in Kenya, Lyndsay Rankin
in Burundi, Hilary Smith in Uganda, Mel Smith in Kenya, and Ciaran Parkin in the West Bank.

COMMUNITY BBQ/PICNIC

On the 17th May we had our annual BBQ and Picnic following a service celebrating GodÕs Creation.
This annual event continues to allow Centenary to open its doors even more widely to the welcoming
and friendly folk who worship here.

PRAYER WEEKEND

On the 19th September a prayer space was organised in the coffee dock area where for 24 hours people
were encouraged to come in and pray. This well attended prayer day culminated in a service led by
Rev. John Dowse.

HARVEST SUNDAY

On Sunday 18th October Harvest Service was led by Baird Lewis & Helen Shiel (Eco-congregation
Representative) followed by a Pot Luck dinner . This challenging and informative service gave new
insights into how to become an eco-congregation member.

ALL SAINTS DAY

On Sunday 1st  November, All Saints Day was celebrated with a Service of  Holy Communion  led by
Rev. Richard Clutterbuck, Principal, Edgehill College & Baird Lewis.

ANNUAL ECUMENICAL WALK OF LIGHT

On the 22nd November, the first day of Advent, the annual Walk of Light took place starting at
University Church R.C., Stephens Green, then to Centenary, finishing up at St. BartholomewÕs
Church of Ireland. This ecumenical service was a most prayerful, and in-depth means of beginning the
journey together in Advent.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE

As part of the journey of Advent, an important and beautiful tradition in Centenary is its annual
community Carol Service held on Advent 3, Sunday 13th December. Our organist Derek Seymour



played beautiful accompanying organ music to a selection of carols sung by congregation and soloists.
A short sketch illustrating the meaning of Christmas was acted by some of our young people complete
with varying members of the nativity re-created in front of the altar.

WORSHIP IN CENTENARY

My thanks to the many who willingly read scripture, lead intercessions, sing or play music,
occasionally act out a role, and the many who make worship happen simply by their prayerful
presence, their congregational singing, and their spirit of peace shared in worship. The structure and
atmosphere of Litton Hall is unique and conducive to warm and spiritual reflection. Your presence in
whatever capacity you choose to come is always welcome.

BL

TO THE ELDERLY WHO CAN NO LONGER ATTEND SUNDAY WORSHIP
I have often been reliant upon the pastoral visitors to stay in contact and keep up the visitations to
those members who are no longer able to attend worship. Your kindness and consideration of others
remains strong and much appreciated. The thoughts and prayers of the Centenary community of faith
remain with the elderly of this community. It is always a pleasure to hear the voices of older and
elderly members of Centenary share their concerns and joys along with invaluable memories of past
years.

Should you wish to hear any of the services, they are often recorded and a CD and small CD player
can be loaned to listen on any occasion you would like to hear. Please let your pastoral visitor know.

BL

FUNERALS, MARRIAGES, BAPTISMS, CONFIRMATIONS:

BAPTISMS

There were two baptisms in 2009 .
On the 4th January 2009 Amy Clare Lewis, daughter of Baird and Helena Lewis was baptised by

Rev. Vanessa Wyse Jackson. She was born 16th October 2008.
On the 3rd May 2009 Alex Li Booth, son of David and LiYan Booth was baptised by Rev. Dudley

Levistone Cooney. Born 26th August 2008, Alex is the grandson of Muriel Booth.

MARRIAGES:
There were no marriages in Centenary in 2009

CONFIRMATION:
There were six confirmed on Sunday 10th May 2009 in a service in which they also helped lead
through prayers and readings. The six had been working on their classes with Lay Pastor, Baird
Lewis, from the autumn of 2008 finishing at the end of Lent 2009 with a celebratory discipleship
meal.

In a service of Holy Communion officiated by Rev. Carson Nicholson, the six confirmed were
Jonathan Seymour, Peter Simpson, Iwan Morton- Blake, Laura Rankin, Lyndsay Rankin, and Katie
Warren.

FUNERALS:

Norman Hales, 1935-2009: On the 13th March 2009, the life of Norman Hales was celebrated in a
funeral service officiated by Lay Pastor, Baird Lewis. Norman is survived by his wife, Jacqui, a son,
David, and daughter, Honor. John Lockman, a friend of NormanÕs gave a moving tribute and David
read a reading from Scripture. Norman had worked with CIE as a mechanical/ electrical engineer for
many years and was originally from Cork.

Betty Fitzell, 1927-2009: On the 10th  July 2009 the life of Betty Fitzell was celebrated in a
funeral service officiated by Lay Pastor, Baird Lewis. Betty is survived by Bill Fitzell and her three
children, Malcolm, Roy, and Hilary and their grandchildren. Hilary gave a tribute and BettyÕs
grandson, Stewart, read scripture. She was remembered well for her many social and sporting interests
in her active life, and her life-long commitment to the church including her membership of the MWI,
her involvement with Eastwell Residential Home, and her love of singing.

Trevor Mncwabe, 1966-2009: In February 2009, the life of Trevor Mncwabe was celebrated in a



funeral service officiated by Lay Pastor, Baird Lewis. Trevor was baptised in the old Centenary
Church when his parents, South Africans, were attending the Royal College of Surgeons. He is
survived by two children, Nompumelelo and Tiger; his mother, Salome, and brothers Lesley &
Michael, and former partner, Sthabile. Tiger and Sthabilie both shared readings during the service and
tributes were shared. Both Methodist traditional hymns and Zulu hymns were sung at the funeral.

BL

CRADLE ROLL

The idea of the Cradle Roll is to recognise each child's birthday by sending them a birthday card (until
their fifth birthday) and to attend their baptism, if possible, as a representative of the church. In 2009,
we had eleven children on the roll including three first birthdays. One of these, Amy Clare LewisÕs
baptism took place on the 4th January. The other children cross the age range: two of two years old,
two of three years old, four of four years old and there were no five year olds this year. If you think
there should be anyone on the roll please come and talk to me.

CO'F

MUSIC NOTES 2009

The musical worship in the church continued to be in good health. Over the course of the year the
quality of congregational singing was generally very good. Our lay pastor, Baird Lewis continued to
pick great hymns and songs and has an obvious love of music. The year marked the bicentenary of
MendelssohnÕs birth (1809-1847) and a short biographical note of appreciation was penned by the
organist particularly with regard to Wesleyan connections with this composer. We frequently drew on
the modern Church of Ireland hymnal for some newer hymns and songs. The  responsorial psalms
from ÔSinging  PsalmsÕ by  Alison Cadden  and Peter Thompson were used throughout the liturgical
year to good effect. Boon-Beng Shu regularly played piano with the organ at Sunday service. His
piano solos during Holy Communion were particularly well received. Roy Willoughby has helped out
regularly playing guitar. Laura Scaduto played violin on a number of occasions.  Rachel Fallows
returned from studies overseas and regularly took part of the musical expression of the congregation
including leading the student service which she also played piano for. Her vocal solos during Advent
included ÔDown from his gloryÕ and ÔLord you were rich beyond all measureÕ. At the community
Christmas carol service Rachel sang ÔO Holy NightÕ and  ÔIn the bleak mid winterÕ (Harold Darke
version). We were delighted to have Peter Lundy join us at this service swelling the descants to
traditional carols with first class trumpet playing. We were also delighted some members of the
Culwick Choral  Society including Lesley Rankin joined us and sang an arrangement of ÔAway in a
MangerÕ at this service to a Ôfull houseÕ of the wider Centenary circle including visitors from the local
community.

At the end of the year we can sing with strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow: Ñ
“Hark! We hear a distant music, and it comes with fuller swell;
’Tis the triumph-song of Jesus, of our King Immanuel:
Zion, go you forth to meet him; and, my soul, be swift to bring
All thy finest and thy noblest for the triumph of our King!”

DS

WORLD DEVELOPMENT AND RELIEF FUND

The 1% Appeal is another important means of helping our faith community make links with the wider
world through funding special projects aimed at improving and helping stabilise local economies and
ways of life in developing areas.

Our past contributions are greatly appreciated and any contribution we make this year as well will
be valued. Through direct service of volunteers and professionals and with the financial backing of
the 1% Appeal, Centenary can see itself as doing its fair share in assisting disadvantaged others in
discovering more fruitful and sustainable lives where typically the burdens of poor education, scarce
community resources or over-exploited natural resources are all too common.

Although Ireland struggles in its post Celtic Tiger economy, the facts remain that the standard of
living here remains very high in comparison to many other countries in the world. The 1% Appeal
asks that we continue to support the Methodist Fund for World Development and Relief, working co-



operatively with other organisations, aimed at improving prospects of peopleÕs lives.
A total of !16,500 was contributed by Centenary in 2009. !500 was sent to CCAF (Cambodian

ChildrenÕs Advocacy Foundation), a partner of Methodist Fund for World Development and Relief,
for a special Christmas project which was outlined by Lynne Pasley in our church just before
Christmas, and the balance was sent direct to the same Fund.

Thank you one and all for your most generous contribution.
BL & BG

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT

ÒWhere your treasure is, there your heart will be alsoÓ (Matthew 6:21)
It has been a busy year with reviews of Wesley House, the possible partial refurbishment of

Arranmore Road, upgrading internet access in South Hill and the long awaited sale of Kingsland Park.
The inspection from the Synod, whose findings concurred with the reviews, that our fabulous
properties are in need of a makeover to bring them up to date. The reviews also examined the health
and safety and legal aspects of the ChurchÕs responsibility to provide a safe environment. The lighting
review has proposed that the lighting is updated for health and safety reasons and DIT students have
been invited to conduct a design review of Wesley House, inviting the members to suggest their ideas
and thoughts.

The finance reports, which are so ably provided by Billy Given and Des Farrar, reflect that we do
indeed live in very difficult financial and economic times. The reports are appended to this Yearbook.

The Church has seen the emergence of CÕYA (Centenary Young Adults) who are actively seeking
to have activities which bind them together socially and spiritually. Discussions, films and outings,
and the Travelling Supper are some of the innovative ways that the young people have worked
together with the congregation.

The young people have been involved in many overseas missions trips and they are all to be
commended for their fearlessness and their hopes that they can make a change.

The Worship Team from the Wesleyan Church in Leytonstone, London, visited and provided
music and song to make the heart and soul soar.

Looking to the future for Centenary, will be the continuation of the good work our outgoing Lay
Minister, Baird Lewis, has started, the links with the ecumenical community in sharing Lenten
Services and activities, summer barbeques, the Annual Walk of Light, and the Pastoral visits to
housebound members.

We are hoping to have a fundraising concert, which will raise funds and the profile of the work at
Centenary.

We commit to God our plans, hopes and wishes for the future.
BB

CHURCH COUNCIL 2010

Superintendent Minister Rev. Carson Nicholson
Lay Pastor (Outgoing) Baird Lewis
Circuit Steward Lesley Rankin
Council Secretary Beve Barbour
Circuit Treasurer Des Farrar
Society Treasurer Billy Given
Society Steward Michael Duff
Manse Steward (Arranmore Road) Delyth Parkes
Manse Steward (South Hill) Michael Duff
Trustee Representative Rory OÕFerrall
 
Elected Members:

Charles Richards, Dorothy OÕFerrall, Ann Willoughby, Margaret Horner, Andrew Rankin
The Council and Church would like to express their gratitude to Tony Morton-Blake and Craig



Rankin, the outgoing elected members, for their tenure and service to the Council during 2009.
BB

BIBLE READING NOTES

Bible reading notes are obtained from Scripture Union, Dun Laoghaire, on behalf of the Church and
those available (For adults and children) are published by Scripture Union, Crusade for World
Revival, International Bible Reading Association, Bible Reading Fellowship and the Salvation Army.
Notes for 2011 may be ordered in November when full details will be on the church notice board.

EW

PRAYER TEAM

The Prayer Team: Lesley Rankin, Caitl’n OÕFerrall and myself, felt at times a little lonely this year, so
if anyone feels the urge to join us, we would be delighted to welcome you onboard.

Prayer Link is working well Ñ leave a message with Michael Duff (086-8246966) and
immediately 6 people lift you up in prayer. Thank you to those people for their commitment,
confidentiality and speedy response.

This year, we set up two Prayer Rooms. The first was on Good Friday, but  while it was a powerful
space, we felt rushed and did not have time to let people know it was happening. The second was in
September as a response to ÒNight and DayÓ and was the first time we opened the room overnight.
The scout troop and discussion group helped us with a flier drop around the neighbourhood, and we
hung a banner on the front railings. There was a terrific response and many thanks to Laura, Lyndsey
and Mel for their help, to Paul and his savage dog for security backup and to Derek, Eric and Alain
for being nightwatchmen.

We continue to publish a prayer in the Newsletter and this is carefully edited by Michael
Thompson.

RS

PRAYER FOCUS MAGAZINE

Each circuit has the chance to publish requests for prayer in this magazine which is freely available at
the door, in large print and small.  ItÕs a helpful reference to help us look outward to the needs of other
churches on this island.

This year we gave thanks for Baird, Helena and Amy, new members and young people who
travelled in outreach this summer, and the friendly supportive working atmosphere in Centenary. We
asked for prayer for our Circuit which faces a change of minister and continued prayer for our elderly
and our visitors. Our new mission statement Òto receive GodÕs love and to share it with othersÓ keeps
us grounded in its simplicity and tested by its huge challenge.

RS

GROUP BIBLE STUDY AND LENTEN STUDY

During 2009 no congregational Bible study group met.
A Lenten study group met in Wesley House each Wednesday morning at 10 am. The study was

based on Matthew ByrneÕs book, ÒThe Day He died Ñ The Passover according to LukeÓ published by
Columba Press. This proved a very informative companion to reading the story of the passion in the
Gospel of Luke. The background detail made the story come to life and stimulated much discussion
about the centrality of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus in our spiritual lives.

EA

PASTORAL CARE TEAM

The Pastoral Care Team met on 12th February and 7th May. The team consisted of our Lay Pastor,
Ann Willoughby, Rosemary Thompson, Aubrey Smyth, Sylvia Roddie, Lesley Rankin, Janet Pasley,
Delyth Parkes, Dorothy OÕFerrall, Katharyn Given, Joyce Crozier-Shaw, Muriel Booth and Ernie
Armitage. We thanked Ruth Christie who has resigned her services after many years. Rory OÕFerrall
also resigned during the year and received our thanks. Some of the team are assisted in caring by
members of the congregation.

The pastoral carer is a link between the member, the congregation, the lay pastor and the minister.
Baird Lewis arranged for the Rev. Dudley Levistone Cooney to administer Holy Communion to
members who are house-bound. Consideration has been given to forming a new group of mature



students.
EA

OVERSEAS MISSIONS

The 2009 Dublin District Overseas Mission Day was held on 8th February in Wesley College.
More than 90 people attended. The theme of the day, ÒTogether in MissionÓ was introduced by the

main speaker, Ruth Watt. The four workshops supported the theme by illustrating different ways of
promoting mission and evangelism. The workshops were ÒLessons Learnt in TongaÓ led by Ruth
Watt, ÒWorld Federation Making a DifferenceÓ led by Sheelagh Wonnacott and Irene McKeown from
MWI, ÒA Journey to Mauritius with EEPÓ led by Kiran Griffin and Habib Nadir, EEP Co-ordinator,
and ÒDoes Evangelism Float Your BoatÓ led by Junior de Larina who works with Operation
Mobilisation. The responses to the workshops were good: they were well presented, interesting and
interactive.

The childrenÕs programme was led by Mr Raymond Ruttle and the local JMA secretaries. Eighteen
children attended and brought their project work on South Africa. Craft activities on life in South
Africa took place in three groups with the help of the JMA Secretaries. South African snacks were
served.

The re-introduction of the youth programme by Jono and Beth Griffin, with Tearfund taking part,
was very successful. It was also interactive and the theme connected with the rest of the programmes.
Sixteen young people attended, representing three circuits.

The cr•che, music and worship, closing devotions, food, stalls and the availability of technology in
all the rooms all added to the success of the day.

YM-B

CHRISTIAN AID

The Methodist Church in Ireland officially recognises Christian Aid as our aid and international
development agency. The major event each year is Christian Aid Week which took place this year
from 10th to16th May and on Sunday 10th May we raised !255 from a collection and a cake sale. On
Sunday 21st June, the Sunday School and Discussion Group did a sponsored walk around Bray Head
raising a further !465, bringing the Centenary's total donation to !720. Thanks to all who supported
these events.

LP

HOME MISSIONS

Last year I wrote about the Òjob descriptionÓ of the District Home Mission Committee. This year, I
have discovered the details of those broad statements. This is not a committee that meets twice a year
(as I was told when being asked to represent Centenary). Well to be accurate, it meets twice a year to
arrange who will do the work during the gap between the meetings. And it is a busy group of people
that work quietly in the background.

The Committee gives grants for Circuits that are struggling financially or to fund mission
initiatives on Circuit. These are checked to ensure that the Connexional Home Mission money is spent
wisely. I was asked by Rev Des Bain to be part of a review group to assess the work in Urban
Junction, which is ongoing.

The District Committee also ensures that Manses are suitable for the incoming minister. So a small
group from the Committee visit the manse and report back on work that is required to make the
Manse a home for the Manse family. This means that the group look at the decor, carpets, kitchen,
bathroom etc and see that they are suitable for a family. A report is made and it is possible that a
Minister due to be moved by the Stationing Committee could have the appointment changed if the
Circuit are not willing to undertake the work deemed necessary by the Mission Committee. Also a
Circuit could ask for a report if they are not happy with their Manse and then use this report to apply
for grants (if they do not have Local Trustees. Centenary have Local Trustees). Centenary will have a
visit in the Spring of 2010.

So, valuable work is done to support the work of the church in Dublin.
DOF

YOUTH WORK



CENTENARY YOUNG ADULTS

With 45 on the e-mailing list, Centenary Young Adults (CÕYa) is thriving. A decision was made at the
start of the academic year to ensure that events for the young adults in the church would be more
regular Ð thus, there is something planned for the third Sunday of every month. Through the year, we
have been treated to a variety of social events, and a fun nightÕs bowling in Stillorgan with the
Discussion Group as well as the ever-wonderful student lunches and dinners, provided so kindly by
members of the congregation. A special word of thanks to Dorothy OÕFerrall, who has taken on the
mammoth task of coordinating all these events this year.

Following the earthquake disaster in Haiti, on 20th February 2010 the CÕYa organised a travelling
dinner to raise money for the aid effort. It was a tremendous success, bringing in over !1400. Thanks
to all those who provided food, hosted us, helped ferry people and cleaned up afterwards.

Future dates for your Diary are: Sat March 20, Hike organised by Andrew Rankin, and for April, a
end-of-the-year/ before the exams Bar-Be-Que is planned. So keep these dates free, we would love to
see you there.

RF

WESLEY HOUSE STUDENT RESIDENCE 2009/2010

This year has been a very quiet year in the student house. In September we had only three move in, a
big drop on the full house of eight plus myself (Sam) last year. Karen Hodgins moved in first to start
her arts degree in UCD. We also had Ben Charbonnier and Stuart McConkey both doing their Leaving
Certificate at the Rathmines and Leeson Street Institutes respectively. Due to the small numbers there
has been a lovely relaxed atmosphere around the house and it has been the perfect place to study and
take it easy. In January we had a welcome addition to the house of Alicia Gordon. She had previously
stayed in Wesley House and has moved in for the remainder of the year. Alicia is doing Human
Nutrition and Dietetics in DIT/ Trinity.

SJ

SOUTH HILL STUDENT RESIDENTS

Althea Kent, an exchange student from California, is studying Medieval History and English at
Trinity College.

Caroline Shaw is a student at University College Dublin reading Business with an emphasis on
Chinese, and will be spending the next year on exchange in Beijing.

Charlene McFarland studies at the National Academy of Art and Design, where she specializes in
glass.

David Hutchinson is currently enrolled at the Dublin Institute of Technology with the intent of
working as a structural engineer.

R’ana Lynch attends the Conservatory of Music and Drama at the Dublin Institute of Technology,
and is particularly interested in Musical Theatre.

AK

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND DISCUSSION GROUP

The Discussion Group for Secondary School pupils continues to meet regularly and friendships have
grown between the members of the five schools represented.

In the run up to Easter, those who were preparing for Reception into Full Membership helped to
host a Discipleship meal for the congregation, which included a Middle Eastern type menu,
punctuated by readings from Scripture and concluding with the symbolic washing of feet. Shortly
after the Reception service, the group was involved in setting up and hosting the 24/7 Prayer Room.

Visits to the group by members and friends of the congregation have been greatly appreciated.
Talks have included Growing up in London, with roots in the Caribbean, Building Bridges, World
Development, Caring for the Environment and the Power of Prayer. Two students from the Dublin
Jewish Community also came to share their faith and experiences with us.

We look forward to welcoming new members in the coming year and wish them well as they move
from Primary into Secondary School.

The Sunday School, while small in size, continues to meet weekly with a willing rota of adult
leaders. Lessons are guided largely by the seasons of the ChurchÕs year. We would like to be able to



divide the class in two to be able to do more age appropriate activities, so if there are children out
there aged between 4 and 11, they are very welcome to come along and join in our activities.

Practical projects undertaken with the Discussion Group have been a Christian Aid walk around
Bray Head, a response to the SamaritanÕs Purse shoebox appeal and a coin collection to fill and send
an Aquabox via the Methodist ChurchÕs Container Ministry to a country undergoing a state of
emergency.

LR

SUNDAY CRÈCHE

Although this has been a quiet year, the cr•che continues to be available to all children under the
age of four years.

JP

6TH DUBLIN (LEESON PARK) SCOUT TROOP

Leeson Park scout troop was 100 years old in 2009. 6th Dublin is one of the oldest groups in Ireland.
Scouts have been meeting in Leeson Park for all that time and we hope to continue for the next
hundred!
The year was marked with a centenary Ôback to basicsÕ summer camp where we tried, as far as
possible and with mixed success, to camp as scouts would have done in 1909.

Special thanks go to all the scoutsÕ parents for the terrific support they have been to the group,
especially with fundraising, during the past year.

We have three sections running currently: Cubs, Scouts and Venture Scouts. We hope to expand to
include a new Beaver section for the youngest members in September this year.

Weekly meetings are on Friday evenings in the Centenary Hall. As ever, we thank Paul Barry for
his patience.

For more information please contact Barbara Stone at 087-2258543 or
leesonparkscouts@gmail.com

BS

NEWS FROM THE CONGREGATION

MY YEAR IN MOSCOW:

Russia: land of cold winters and warm hearts (once you get past the frosty exterior!) Spending a year
studying in Moscow was both an exciting and daunting prospect, but having completed my year, I
have no doubt: I would go back in an instant.

During my year I was blessed to attend a Russian-speaking church, where the members took me in
immediately as one of their church family Ð I was invited to my first Russian wedding on my first
Sunday there! I made so many dear friends both here and at an international English-language Bible
study, which took place on Tuesdays in an English familyÕs apartment. The church also had many
children, and the English family have three young children, so I was able to help out with Sunday
school (a challenge in Russian!) and have a wonderful time babysitting.

One of the most rewarding parts of my year was a trip to Lopatovo, a small village near the city of
Pskov, about three hours from St. Petersburg. An old couple there had their tiny wooden house burned
down some months before. They had given their lives to Christ some months before, and the other
villagers claimed that it was because they had abandoned Orthodoxy that their house had burned
down. Along with members of the English language Bible study I attended on Tuesday nights, I went
to help build a two-roomed wooden church house for them Ð they would live in one room, and the
church would be in the other half. It was small and very simple by our standards, but much better than
anything they had had before Ð the best house in the village. I was blessed in being able to spend time
with these wonderful people, and to experience rural Russia Ð a world apart from the busyness and
richness of Moscow. The gap between the rich minority and the poor majority is enormous Ð most of
the countryside, where 80% of the population lives, could be called Third World. Many even today
live in incredible poverty, in many cases as a result of the collapse of the Soviet Union. Please pray
for these people Ð for the improvement of their situation, for help Ð and in particular for Evgenii and
his wife, and for the new church in Lopatovo. Praise Him that it is thriving Ð fifty people came for the
Harvest celebrations Ð and pray that it will continue to do so.



Churchill once called Russia Ôa riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigmaÕ. You think you
finally understand it, but then it throws a new problem at you. There are few countries less
challenging, infuriating and incomprehensible, but also few less rewarding and alluring. For me, it
was, quite simply, an unforgettable experience.

RF

A-Z CHILDREN’S CHARITY

Last summer I went to Uganda with the A-Z ChildrenÕs Charity. I can honestly say the experience has
had a lasting effect on me! Uganda is an amazing place, with vibrant and friendly people. The
children would honestly melt your heart. They are so happy and innocent, no playstations or DS lites
there.... they appreciate the most basic thing.... and they absolutely LOVE stickers! We held a party
for the kids (who are on the A-Z HIV Community programme) and for their families in Kasengeje and
gave out stickers. There must have been about 700 children all running around with stickers stuck to
the centre of their foreheads!!! To see how such a small thing can make all these children smile form
ear to earÉ as the ad says... PRICELESS!!!

 Every day was different when we were over there. I spent 2 days a week in the Clinic nursing, 2
days a week teaching first aid in schools or facilitating education sessions for the Ugandan Pioneer
Association (UPA), and 1 day a week building, as well as working in the library. In the evenings we
had the option to do what we wanted, so we would sometimes go into the capital Kampala where we
could spend time in the orphanage with children all under the age of 3 and mind and play with them.
The whole experience was very diverse and I get so excited whenever I think back to the wonderful
time I had in Uganda.

 IÕm still fairly involved with A-Z and will continue to fully support its mission and goals. At the
moment I am signed up to the Òbuddy systemÓ within the charity which means that I am allocated
volunteers who are going to Uganda for the first time this summer, and my job really is to make the
lead up to their trip as stress free as possible by helping then to organize their fundraising, as well as
answering any questions they may have about Uganda or A-Z or the whole volunteering experience. I
feel I was extremely blessed that I had such a network of support throughout the time when I was
fundraising, and IÕd like to thank everybody at Centenary for their support either financially or
spiritually during that time.

If you want more information about A-Z please go to the website: www.azchildrenscharity.ie
HS

OUR MISSION TRIP TO KENYA

Jambo! Last summer we spent ten weeks in Mombasa, Kenya working in primary schools as teaching
assistants. This was part of a volunteer programme run by Suas, an education and development
organisation. The schools were found in extremely disadvantaged areas of the city. Our job was to
assist the teachers as they deal with extremely large class sizes of up to 90 students.

A typical day involved teaching English, Maths, Science and PE from 8am to 3.30pm. This was
followed by an hour and a half of extra-curricular activities. We then headed home for dinner and then
prepared the lessons and activities for the following day.

While this was an extremely challenging 10 weeks, we thoroughly enjoyed the project (except the
early morning starts!). Apart from school work, we had the opportunity to visit the homes of some of
the staff and students in the schools. We also visited several community projects and organisations
working to improve the lives of people in the area.  On our time off we enjoyed the white sands and
blue water of Nyali beach! Thank you for all you support. Asante!

CR&MS

MISSION TRIP WITH HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

On the 18th of June 2009 I set off with a group of 30 from Wesley College to Honduras in Central
America with the organisation Habitat for Humanity. We arrived in La Ceiba after a four hour drive
from San Pedro Sula and planned to begin building 3 houses for 3 families. On site we had our work
cut out for us, from digging foundations in 40 degree heat to mixing cement by hand! Working on site
with Spanish speaking builders proved to be challenging but very entertaining! We usually went to the
beach to relax after a days work on site. As we were only planning to be in Honduras for 2 weeks we



were only expected to start the houses, and by the end of our time in Honduras we had all the walls to
6 bricks high and the outer ones to 8, we also had dug out a 7ft cess pit.

Our time in Honduras was sadly cut short by a coup in the country; due to safety reasons Habitat
for Humanity pulled out our team, as well as 9 others from the country. We missed 4 days of building
but since have been sent pictures of the houses finished. Although the coup forced us to leave
Honduras early, we all had an amazing time and will always remember the memories we had together.

KW

MY TRIP TO ISRAEL-PALESTINE

Last August I was one of a group that travelled from the Trinity and Queens chaplaincies to the West
Bank, in Palestine. The trip was organised by Tim Dunwoody and was under the auspices of the
Methodist Missionary Society.

To fundraise for the trip I (and my father, who you may know to be superhuman, especially with
the new knee) walked to the corrie lakes of the Comeragh mountains. Several members of Centenary
very generously sponsored me, and the committee also gave me a grant of two hundred euro. For this,
thanks.

Our trip was organised with the East Jerusalem YMCA. The YMCA in Palestine was separated
after the 1948 war, and there are now two very different organisations in the area. The Jerusalem
YMCA is supportive of the Israeli state, largely runs sports clubs and the like, and has close links with
the American YMCA. The East Jerusalem YMCA operates in the occupied territories, does a great
deal of work to help people affected by the conflict, and actively opposes occupation.

At the Beit Sahour branch, where we were staying, there is a programme to give vocational
training to people who have been disabled by the conflict or otherwise. It is also the home of the Joint
Advocacy Initiative of the East Jerusalem YMCA and YWCA. The JAIÕs purpose is to organise
opposition to occupation, and to campaign for foreign support in this.

It is also the location of one of the several caves claimed to be the shepherdÕs grotto, where the
angel told the shepherds of the birth of Christ. We spent many happy hours in the cave attacking the
pillars that have been added for structural soundness, in preparation for their stone-facing.

While in the West Bank we visited Hebron Ð one of the areas where the conflict is the most intense
Ð and saw some of the work of the Hebron Rehabilitation Committee. We visited Bethlehem and saw
the bullet holes in the Church of the Nativity from the church siege there. We travelled to a sweltering
hot Jericho and swam in the Dead Sea, which is controlled by the Israelis, as a valuable tourist site
and source of water (through desalination).

The trip was wonderful. Many of the members of the group had had only superficial knowledge of
the situation, and were fascinated and shocked to discover the realities of the situation. Life in the
West Bank is not impossible. A university and schools manage to operate, and goods can travel in, but
the people seethe with resentment at the humiliation and arbitrariness of the occupation. Several times
we saw young Palestinians we had gotten to know handing over ID to Israeli soldiers, and recognised
that, whatever the reason it is done, in the moment it is a simple act of subjugation. I spoke to one
young man called Isa (Jesus) who said ÒOne day they will leave.Ó

Israeli airport security is an odd beast. On our arrival I was questioned many times, more than
anyone else in the group, presumably because I look suspicious. I wasnÕt quick enough off the mark
and my passport received an Israeli stamp, barring me from travel in various countries. On the way
back I was asked whether I had been given any presents to take back, and so the package for my
father was X-rayed separately. On the other hand I was also asked whether I had bought any Turkish
delight, and my affirmative answer was taken on faith. It was only afterwards that I worked out
Turkish delight must, on a scan, look a lot like plastic explosive.

CP

MY LIFE AS A NURSE

Nursing is a continually changing profession. Since I have qualified, I have seen many changes within
the health service, with the introduction of the European Directives on Doctors coming into force and
a recruitment ban on new staff, nurses are having to take on extra roles. But that aside, I continue to
work having received a permanent contract during the year. Work is going well and I am hoping to do
further study over the next year to aid my decision as to where I see myself in the next few years.



CO'F

ROYAL HOSPITAL, DONNYBROOK – ACTIVITIES AND RECREATION SERVICE

This year has been another very busy and successful year for the service. We currently have thirteen
people participating in the social and recreational scheme which is facilitated by the Donnybrook
Community and Employment Scheme. This scheme is now in its fifteenth year and some of the
people who have participated in the scheme here have gone on to take up positions as recreation and
activity staff in other settings. The programme is extensive and is reviewed continuously to ensure
that thee is something for everyone to enjoy.

Morning sessions, after daily newspaper deliveries and regular Mass and Church services, include
bingo, sing-a-long and board-games. There is a choice of three or four activities each weekday
afternoon and these include arts-in-care, movies, Sonas, boccia, quizzes, musical events, crosswords,
papertalk and chitchat, carpet bowls, word games and cards.

Regular trips and outings are organised for those wishing to avail of them and destinations include
art galleries, shopping centres, parks and many local places of interest (30 miles radius) including a
wide range of OPW sites for which we are very grateful. Evening social events and activities include
pottery, movies, bingo, ÒmastermindsÓ challenge, Òpub with no beerÓ and an occasional lecture. We
also distribute local newspapers, enabling those originally from the community to keep up to date
with whatÕs going on. Our concert hall provides us with the opportunity to hold musical and other
forms of entertainment on Sunday afternoons.

The activities team play an important role along with Volunteers, Friends and professional staff in
making The Royal Hospital, Donnybrook the special place that it is.

The inclusion of meaningful activities in the National Standards for Older Persons Settings
published by HIQA in 2009 is very welcome and confirms the need to ensure that the social and
recreational needs of clients continue to be met. This has been acknowledged for many years in The
Royal Hospital, Donnybrook and the variety of the choices on offer will hopefully continue to expand
in the years to come.

ER

“THE MENDO”

The Mendicity Institution or ÔThe MendoÕ as it is called colloquially was founded in 1818. Its primary
role was to get beggars off the streets by providing food and rent money in return for work at tasks
such as spinning and stone breaking stones for road building. The elderly were looked after too and
children schooled.

Until the full introduction of the Poor Law and the establishment of workhouses it was the main
resource of the poor of Dublin.

It continued to provide food, work, education and dispensary services in subsequent years and was
an alternative to the dreaded workhouse for many. However its resources were much reduced. In the
past it received a great deal of money in donations but with the Poor Law Rate being exacted on every
householder, many did not want to be taxed twice and withdrew their support for ÔThe MendoÕ.

We are still an active charity and provide 20,000 meals a year to those in need and also provide
meals for an after school club. We work with the local Community Development Project and host a
wide range of activities on our premises.

We had thought of closing the food service a few years ago but demand has risen sharply due to
the current economic difficulties.

Charles Richards (Secretary), The Mendicity Institution Trust, 8 Island Street, Dublin 8,
www.mendicity.org

CR

CAROL SINGING WITH ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH

For a week or two coming up to Christmas, some members of Centenary join with members of St.
MatthewÕs Church, Irishtown and others to sing carols to raise money for the Simon Community. If
anyone prefers not to sing or if they need to rest their voice they can call door to door with a
collection box.

The times and venues where we plan to meet to start the carol singing each night are given in our



church announcement sheet. Anyone who comes is wise to bring a mobile phone in case we get split
up. The people who come vary each evening, so the best thing is to ask for someoneÕs phone number
at the start of the evening.

Many regard it as a very fitting way to contribute to the Christmas  celebrations.
MT

VOLUNTEERING WITH DCM’S SOUP RUN

During 2009 one or two teams went out from Dublin Central Mission, Lower Abbey Street, for an
hour or two on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. As a result of the economic crisis there were more
people than ever sleeping rough on the streets.

As well as the volunteers who go out on the streets, there are back-up teams who make sandwiches
and collect old clothes. For instance, Michael Duff of Methodist Centenary Church is always pleased
to receive donations of warm clothes, mainly large menÕs sizes.

During 2010 we have extended the ministry to cover Monday nights as well as Tuesday and
Wednesday. The latest development is that early on a Tuesday morning when Simon Community do a
rough sleeper count, at their request volunteers from DCM follow behind them to give tea/ coffee and
cereal bars as people are waking up. These new ventures have become possible because we have been
blessed with more volunteers. We thank God for His provision.

All those we meet are encouraged to receive the food and warm clothes we give them in JesusÕs
name.

MT

COLLECTING/ BAG PACKING FOR DCM

In November, the DCM usually focusses its attention on street collections/ bag packing. Again,
Stillorgan and Merrion Centre were manned/ organised by the Centenary for box collecting. We were
particularly in debt to Michael Duff, who organised days for us in Merrion. The Merrion Centre is a
great favourite for collectors as it is very warm and we get a generous welcome from the shoppers.
Dates have been allocated to the DCM for 2010, so we need not fear that we lose that pitch.

Supervalu in Mount Merrion allow us to bagpack, which suits the younger members of the Church
and others who do not like to shake a box.

Together, all our collectors/ bagpackers make a meaningful contribution to the funds of the DCM,
which is very much appreciated.

Next Autumn, Jayne Duff has kindly agreed to co-ordinate the volunteers. So, please be as quick to
volunteer for Jayne as you have been for me. Thanks very much.

DOF

WESLEY HOUSE

WESLEY HOUSE ADMINISTRATION

The significance of this report is to allow me a chance to reflect on the past year but also to allow me
to look ahead to 2010.

Some of the examination groups have left us but I am glad to say we have found some new clients.
Mothers Union, M.W.I, Book Club, Bowling, Wednesday morning coffee are still onboard. R.H.S.I
every other Wednesday.

The Beekeepers are expanding in numbers every year which is ideal as we can accommodate them
in Wesley House.

Salvation ArmyÕs, Marcus and Jane, have done tremendous work with the Paintbox on Friday
morning and Baby Song on Tuesday morning hoping to extend to Wednesdays in 2010.

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers are also doing well in their numbers.
A summer camp ran for six weeks for primary age children with qualified teachers in Arts, Drama,

Sports and Music.
Moving on to the Autumn; I was delighted to welcome a return to Wesley House of the Culwick

Choir. It was great to see all the familiar faces and new ones.
But alas, as things were going well, the central heating broke down a week before Christmas.

Thanks to Mr. Healy and Rialto Plumbing we got it going eventually.



So to finish off, 2009 was interesting and very challenging but we got through it. So whatever
2010 brings I know it will be worthwhile working and serving the Centenary Congregation and the
Community.

PB

SUNDAY COFFEE

This year there has been plenty of volunteers to serve tea and coffee after church.  Thanks to everyone
and do keep putting your name on the list! 

 RW

FRIENDLY ROOM

During the past year we have had up to ten to twelve at the Friendly Room most Wednesday
mornings, including a couple of ladies from the Molyneux Home joining with us at present.

Shortly before Christmas we divided !600 between the four charities which we have supported for
many years.

Once again we appeal for more of our congregation to join with us from time to time on
Wednesdays in Room 1 from 10.30am till 12 noon for tea/ coffee and biscuits and a chat.

EW

LEESON PARK INDOOR BOWLING CLUB

In 2009 the Indoor Bowling Club increased its membership and welcomed a number of new members
but was sorry to lose some others. The Club changed its bowling nights to Tuesday and Wednesday
and these were well attended and enjoyed by all. The Club had a very busy season with the
participation in external competitions organized by the Dublin and District United Churches Indoor
Bowling Association. In the Rohu Cup, the premier league competition, the Club played ten matches
but results were disappointing and the Club propped up the section. In the knockout competitions the
Ladies team in the Hope Competition reached the 2nd round, but the GentÕs team lost in the 1st round
of the Gordon Miller Trophy. The Club members also participated in an outdoor bowling competition
organized by Kenilworth Bowling Club. The Club competition results were as follows: Lady's
Championship, winner: Doris Spendlove; runner-up: Vanessa Wyse Jackson; Gent's Championship
winner: Patrick Wyse Jackson; runner-up: Trevor Spendlove; Handicap Singles winner: Trevor
Spendlove; runner-up: Vanessa Wyse Jackson; Handicap Pairs winners: Ian Collie and Trevor
Spendlove; runners-up: Doris Spendlove and Peggy Dwyer.

PNWJ

LEESON PARK PLAYERS 2009

Leeson Park Players had a busy year in 2009.  As well as the our Spring and Autumn plays ÒMove
Over Mrs MarkhamÓ and ÒBlithe SpiritÓ, we entered the All Ireland One Act Festival and took ÒThe
Colleen BawnÓ down to Dunlavin for two nights.

Our Spring Play was ÒMove Over Mrs MarkhamÓ, a farce by Ray Cooney. This proved
tremendously popular with audiences Ð I think it is the time for comedy as we need respite from the
bad news all around.  It was one of the strongest casts we have ever had and was beautifully staged.
Maud White excelled herself producing several Matisse copies to hang on the walls.

Noel Coward had the same thought in the dark days of 1940 when he wrote ÒBlithe SpiritÓ, a light
hearted look at marriage with a supernatural element. This too proved ever popular and was a
wonderful production in every respect. There was some ÔcorpsingÕ (actors reduced to helpless
laughter) on the Saturday night, fortunately it rather added to the overall entertainment.

In Dunlavin we relived the days of the fit up companies, bringing everything we needed down in a
van, staying locally and self catering.  The sounds of chickens and cows outside the barn during the
performance fitted in well with the plays rustic setting.

Our entry to the All Irelands was a world premiere of ÒMiss BrillÓ by Carlo Gebler. This was his
adaptation of a short story by Katherine Mansfield. It was performed at The Mill Theatre, Dundrum
and at the Bray One Act Festival where Noeleen Hartigan was runner up in the Best Director category
and Rachel Carey was runner up in the Best Actress category

As well as the Annual Bar B Q, Play Reading Evening and theatre outings we had a master class in



comedy from Rose Seymour that was most enjoyable and informative.
Our next play is ÒRuns in The FamilyÓ also by Ray Cooney and regarded by many as his finest

comic creation, this is on the 22nd 23rd 24th April .
A big thank you is due to Andrew Rankin who has organized the overhaul of the hallÕs lighting rig.

SINEAD FITZPATRICK (HON SEC)

BOOK CLUB

ÒThe greatest gift is the passion for reading. It is cheap, it consoles, it distracts, it excites. It
gives you knowledge of the worlds and experience of a wide kind. It is a moral illuminationÓ.

We have celebrated our second birthday and I am happy to report that at most meetings we have a
full roll call. No one seems to want to miss a meeting and all are very faithful reading our appointed
book for the month. Our choice is very varied, sometimes going for a recent bestseller, thereby a rush
to the local library is essential. We also include one Classic each year.

We have had some interesting Òconflicts of opinionÓ, it has been remarked Ð Òwere you reading the
same book!!Ó, this provides the ground for a lively discussion.

At the end of this year, Janet Pasley will be taking over the running of the Book Club, thanks Janet
and we look forward to the year ahead.

Thank you to Paul who always has Room 1 ready for our use, much appreciated.
We look forward to the year ahead, Happy Reading to all

HG

MWI REPORT

I am pleased to report that our MWI numbers have been very regular over the past year.
However our first meeting of each term is usually rather depleted, due to a number of people still

away after the holiday period.
At least two evenings during the term we Òentertain ourselvesÓ, as many organisations now, due to

cutbacks, request an attendance of 50+ before they will consider providing a speaker, this I cannot
do!.

We would encourage the congregation to support our Open Nights.  Last year we had Niall
McMonagle telling us how his love of English Literature and Art has influenced his life. A
representative from St. John Ambulance also came to help keep us up to date on essential First Aid,
most informative.

We ended our year with a Christmas Meal out with a very good attendance, nearly a full house, an
excellent meal and much chat and laughter.

Our committee remain very faithful but, as always, please let me know if you would be interested
in joining, you will be most welcome.

Nancy Pasley stepped down from Treasurer during the year, many thanks to her for all her work,
done quietly and efficiently and we welcome Valerie Hale who has kindly taken over the books,
thanks Valerie.

As always thank you all for your continued support and of course to those on the Committee,
where would I be without you?

HG

EASTWELL RESIDENTIAL HOME

In spite of the state of the nation and economy in general, Eastwell continues to provide an oasis of
calm and care for the ladies residing there. For this, the Head of Home and her staff, the Ladies
Committee, and the ladies themselves, deserve to be acknowledged and thanked.

We are also grateful for the continued support of individuals and churches who support Eastwell
each year Ñ the upkeep of an old building in the context of ever increasing legislation and guidelines
means that any and all assistance is gratefully received!

Please continue to remember Eastwell and the residents in your prayers Ñ we have a number of
vacancies and will happily welcome any enquiries.

AS

BOOK  TALK  2010



The books which I have reviewed this year have been weighted in favour of Irish interest. The first
was Pat WalshÕs Curious Case of the Mayo Librarian (Mercier). This tells in very great detail the
story of the librarian who was ostracised in Mayo because she was a Protestant. She later married a
Methodist minister, and was the first woman to candidate (unsuccessfully) for the Irish Methodist
ministry.

Jasper Wolfe of Skibbereen by Jasper Ingoed-Thomas (Collins Press), is about another Methodist,
a Crown Solicitor for West Cork. He was three times sentenced to death by IRA courts, but survived
to become friendly with the three men who presided over those courts. He was the first Methodist to
be elected to D‡il ƒireann. His story calls in question the legend of  Protestants being driven out of
West Cork in the 1920s; they were threatened for their politics rather than for their religion.

The traditional picture of Florence Nightingale is of the gentle nurse touring the wards with her
lamp. Mark Bostridge has just written a new biography of good lady (Penguin) which points out that
she had little knowledge of nursing; she was an administrator and a tough old bird. That is not to
decry her, she had to be to accomplish all that she did, and one can admire her without making her out
to be anything other than what she was. This is an admirable biography.

Gerard M. Fealy is the author of The Adelaide Hospital School of Nursing (Columba) published to
mark its sesquicentenary. It is a sometimes surprising story, beautifully told. It is unfortunate that few
photographs have survived from some periods, and that not all the names of those in some that did
have been remembered. In the excitement of the moment few people think of posterity.

The Jesus I Know (also Columba) is a collection of thirty-nine short articles written by different
people, talking about their encounter with the Redeemer. It gets away from the stereotype of the old
ÔtestimonyÕ and presents a variety of experiences, some from very unexpected sources. In the matter
of talking about faith, this collection is very refreshing. The Editor is Adam Harbinson.

Douglas HurdÕs new book, Robert Peel: A Biography (Weidenfeld & Nicholson) is a splendid
account of probably the only truly disinterested politician ever to serve as Prime Minister of Great
Britain. His long period of Cabinet office, not all in the Premiership of course, was evidence of the
fact that he was regarded as indispensable. Had he not been dislodged from office in 1846, the Great
Irish Famine could well have been very much less severe.

It was a chance visit to Anascaul in the Dingle Peninsula that brought to my attention the name of
Tom Crean. His biography by Michael Smith, An Unsung Hero (Collins Press) has recently been
republished.  Crean played significant roles in three Polar expeditions, and several of his companions
owed their lives to his strength and determination. Indeed the failure of the two Scott expeditions was
largely due to ScottÕs obstinate clinging to the idea that the sledge dogs were mainly mobile reserve
rations, to be slaughtered and eaten when other food was exhausted, rather than, at that time, the most
rapid means of transport across ice. This is a reminder of the fallacy of crediting success of any
enterprise to the upper class commander, without examining the role played by those who did the
work.

When God Took Sides by Marianne Elliott (OUP), is an examination of the ways in which the
conflict of the past forty years in Northern Ireland has been sustained by the ways in which the
contending parties have selectively used their history. That is not a peculiarity of any one conflict; all
conflicts are sustained in the same way. It enables us at Commemorations to honour our brave lads
and lasses who were killed, and to forget those whom they had killed.

In Alice: A Life of Alice Milligan (Colourpoint), Sheila Turner Johnston has paid tribute to a very
unusual Methodist. Alice was born in Omagh, near which town one of her maternal great uncles had
to use Irish to instruct his farm labourers from Donegal, who could not understand English. Alice
became fascinated with Irish, and threw herself energetically into the work of the Gaelic League,
travelling the country to organise branches. Some of her poetry was praised by AE, and one of her
plays was produced in the Abbey Theatre. Her Unionist siblings did not approve. She ultimately
suffered the fate of most unmarried daughters at that time, having to nurse her ailing parents and some
of her siblings. Their deaths left her destitute, and it was strangers who took her in. The funeral of this
feisty little champion of all things Irish was conducted by the Methodist minister at Omagh, the Rev.
Robert England!

DLC

THE METHODIST NEWSLETTER



The Methodist Newsletter is an interesting and attractively illustrated magazine for and about the
Methodist Church in Ireland and its links with the world. It was published monthly except for
September and cost !14.50 for 11 issues.

Methodist Centenary Church had 29 subscribers in 2009, a decrease of one compared to the
previous year. If you are not a subscriber and would like to receive a regular copy please contact Ernie
Armitage.

EA

 ANNOUNCEMENT SHEET

The idea of a church newsletter goes back about forty years, to when the late Gladys Scott (not Gladys
Scott who presently attends Centenary with her husband Norman) produced it on her old Gestetner
printer. It is a valuable way of communicating church matters to the congregation, as well as to those
who are housebound.

We are grateful to all those who e-mail announcements to Michael ThompsonÕs e-mail address,
michaelthompson58@eircom.net by 10am alternate Wednesdays for the following Sunday.

If any church members have any items which may be of interest to other church members please
send them to the e-mail address given.

MT

CHURCH WEBSITE

Methodist Centenary Church has an excellent website thanks to Andrew Rankin who designed it some
years ago. Michael Thompson is responsible for regularly updating it.

We are open to suggestions on how to improve the website. For instance, in the year 2009, on our
homepage we introduced a link to last yearÕs yearbook.

We try to include as much information as we can that would be of interest to anyone surfing the
Internet. If you have any suggestions or comments please speak to Michael Thompson or Andrew
Rankin.

MT

CHURCH YEARBOOK

Thanks are due to all who have submitted items for inclusion in Yearbook 2009. Whether or not we
have contributed to the yearbook, we all belong to the one church family.

We are open to suggestions on ways to improve the yearbook and, as mentioned above, one
suggestion that we adopted last year was to have a link to the Yearbook on our website. So, if we run
out of printed copies of the yearbook all is not lost.

Next January and February we expect to again be asking people to submit written contributions to
the yearbook. If you think you would be able to write a piece that would be of interest, please ask
Dorothy OÕFerrall or Michael Thompson.

DO’F & MT
 


